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THE RE A D E R. 


T HE perſon who publiſhed theſe letters 

about twelve years ago, obſerves the writer 
of them never ſuppoſed they would be made 
public, but put down the ſentiments of her 
heart in the confidence of friendſhip; This. 
may excuſe the inaccuracies ſome may find. 
Befides, they are not recommended as pat-- 
terns of polite epiſtolary correſpondence. Their 
merit is of another kind. It conſiſts neither in 
the fineneſs of the language, nor in the elegance 
of the manner,” I really think it does, as well 
as © in the goodneſs of the ſentiment.” I am 
not aſhamed to recommend them as © patterns 
of truly polite epiſtolary correſpondence :” ex- 
preſſing the nobleſt ſentiments in the moſt ele- 
gant manner, in the pureſt, yea, and fineſt lan- 
guage. Yet undoubtedly even the beauty of the 
language is nothing compared to the ſpirit which 
breathes throughout. Happy they who both 
taſte her ſpirit and are partakers of it: who wall 
in the light as he is in the light, and know that the 
blood of Fefus Chrift his Son cleanſeth from all fin. 


J. W. 
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OUR ae * my ever RAP) You 934 „ 
a great bleſſing to me. That you ſhoul 7 
en in the ſtyle you now Wy, 8 

with ſuch a ſenſe of mine wn unworthine(s, 2, 

of the Sade, of God t 2 that it melled m 

ſtony rl, and drew tears rom bag 44-4 5 


nn}; the God I gud enable mo to be of any be 
to you, how would my ſoul dilate in thankfulne! 


Bleſſed Redeemer, draw us both, and ſo will ve run 1 
after thee, ' O Spirit of truth, deſcend on thine unn N 


worthy ſervants, and make us ful 0 of 23-0 
ſeal of our redemption.! Convince us ſtill N 


deeply of our ſins, "and ia N 1 110 
G they are waſbe » We 1 | | 
1 us, Thou Knoweſt "he dow we labour nr — 


er, the di bes pug of our na) hr A9 * — 


e re Ep . 


F 


1 

, 

the things of God, our 2 oo HERON minds. \ | 
Thou ae chat 2 3 (for this defire comes 19 
from thee) % the love of the Father ma 1 4328 * 
in dur hearts, We W thine aſſiſtance e: 1 
. may 1 ' | 


' . 
192 
* 


| 
| 


IC F 
is the leaſt alive to God, would not even e 


Wie po omgoan £: 


1 6 1 


may eager] ſeek after this love. O teach us the 


. Prayer of faith, and enable us conſtantly and un- 


dauntedly to preſs forward toward the mark of the 
prize of our high calling. Be thou our" guide,” be 
thou our comforter for ever and ever. Amen, Amen, 
What a taſk have you laid upon me? I Watch 
over you | I your guide! This quite overcomes 
me. TI cannot bear it. O0, my love, there is ſo 
ohe ſo much wants a guide and a director as I do. 
Sure this letter of yours was particularly deſigned 
y providence to humble me; but unworthy as 1 
am, I will by the grace of God ſtrive to do every 
thing you defire of me; but then you muſt return 
the ſame to me, and take me into the number of 
thoſe you watch over. Let us go hand in hand in 
thoſe paths which lead to everlaſting.life, What 
ſhall T ſay to quicken. your ſteps? It Was ſaid to me 
fince I ſaw you, by Mr. , « I hope ſtill to have a 
« great deal more pleaſure from you, hy ſeeing you 
„ preſi forward.” Think theſe words were addreſſ- 


PP ou by the ſame perſon, O what a'blefling 
of G 


for the ſervice of his Maſter, of one who has no on 


accompanies the words of one who is uni- 
ly a Chriſtian, of one who ſpends and is ſpent 


view but the glory of God and the ſalvation of ſouls, 
Who would not ftrive earneſtly to follow ſo bright 
an example? The very ſight of ſuch a germ We 


mates the ſoul in its warfare. O what ſoul wh 


1 be perfectly renewed after the 1 of Chriſt? 
Is your heart, is my heart ſo dead, that 

not affect it? —— Alas, I grieve for mine own— 
way God give me to rejoice for yours. © 
I have time for no more. May the bleffing and 
influence of the ever - adoruble N Father, Son, 


F< f 4. * * . — 
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My dear Friend, rn 
1 Think yo are now through divine grace ſtrong 
enough to 


bear what I am going to ſay to you, 


that I have long ſeen a mixture of pride and vani 
even in the beſt of your performances; but I cou 


| hardly allow myſelf to believe it. What! have 
often ſaid, ſhall I judge ſo of her, whom every body 


admires for her ſurprizing modeſty and humility ? 


| 


n I have often prayed to God not to ſuffer my 
ſoul to be deceived by any ſmiſter-. views, and ta 
pared in you what was wanting. And this I truſt 

e will-do for us both, if we keep the longing eye 
of our fouls ſteadily fixed upon him. O for holi - 
neſs of heart! Let us labour, my dear companion, 
for holineſs, as a dying finner labours for life. 
I had yeſterday a moſt delightful} letter from Mr, 
%. It ſent me to my knees, ſo convinced of my 
black ingratitude to my + heavenly Father, that I 
could, neither find words nor thoughts ſufficient to 
expreſs my unworthineſs; yet at the ſame time my 


beart was full of thankſgiving; under a ſenſe of his 


unbounded mercies. O help me, my dear friend, 
to be more and more thankful! Such advantages 
— deareſt Jeſus, how, juſtly great muſt be my con- 
demnation, if I do not make ſuitable improvements; 
Take the latter part of Mr. 's letter, apply.it 
to. yourlelf conflantly, every minute if poſſi ble, 
« -You have need therefore tio watch and al- 


« ways, and then eſpecially when you migh t ſeem 
erefose 


« to have leaſt need. Nou have reaſon 
hto fear always; for. your enemies are. always 
% Watching. But you have reaſon likewiſe to re- 


% joice always: becauſę he that keepeth you never 
* fleeps,” .. Nc roy 38:03 uri aid Woe My 


1 . 
1 1 9120.3 


Is it not becauſe ſhe is more excellent than myſelf, 
* I am ſeeking to find ſome fault in her? 


* F 


— 


| k 


| rr. ſoul, of thinking that you never fall 


_ My dear Friend, wt 


Hav e read youi eee 
1 prayers to God for you and for myſelf, We 


| are bots unworthy creatures; indeed, my love, we 


are, more unworthy than we can either expreſs or 


conceive, O let us fly to che blood of ſprinkling? 


There and there alone can we find help. 


Thanks be to God, that you have a clear view 
of your own heart. This is a moſt profitable 14 
though a moſt dreadful one. Think me 
cruel, When 1 wiſh that the Holy Spirit may derply 
wound your ſoul with a ſenſe of its cortu 


The deeper the conviAtion, the firmer” the peace 


that follows. 

I hardly know how to believe y \ When: you tel 
me you are hurried away by de res aſter worldly 
happiheſs. Is it poflible? Alas, Bw Ayes par- 
n- refs the love of 


the world is in your heart, — are on 4 painted 
ſchpulekre, beautiful indeed outwardly, but Within 


My dear creature, T' cannot bear 10 


_ think this—A Chriſtian be hurried away with de- 


fires and endeavours after worldly hep If 


St. Paul's 'charaRter of a Chriſtian is right, how far 


are you from beirig'd Ohtiſtian ? Ye" are dead; Dye 
he. und your Fife is tid with Chvift in Goll. 

: May not hr 1 ings of 2 vari, 
_ Ly yo of, 'be ſome rag dae JR 


When the Rhong man armed | 
h M1 houſe, his re in but when 
he-that is ſtronger comes upon him to overcome 


him, and to take from him thatiarmobr in which he 
truſted, no onder the houſe Wine tumült! 15 | 
this I hope is yoct preſent tale? But beware, joy 


_ otherwiſe, 


2 
1459 
* otherwiſe, Limit not the ce of God. | Ha — 
only to ſay, Peace, be ftt immediate 
E * ſea obey lm. « But how to obtain 
« this peace? O, my deat friend, will you fol- 
low the advice of the meaneſt and moſt unworthy 
ol the ſervants of Chriſt ? Look upon youtſelf as | 
being only now fully convinced of your guilt and 
_ dreadful condition, Look upon yourfelf as a poor, 
loft, helpleſs, miſerable creature, Set before your cyes 
your fins, with all cheir aggravations ; and when 
your ſoul is weighed down to the duſt under a ſenſe 
of your own vileneſs, then throw yourſelf at the 
foqt of the croſs; there lie as a loathſome leper be- 
fore the almighty healer: there let your parched | 
foul gap (with che utmoſt ſtretch of all your facul- 
ties) after thoſe life-giving ſtreams which flowed 
from Chriſt's hands, his feet, his pierced ſide; and 
| there keep the eye of your mind fixed, until you 
have a freſh ſenſe of his pardoning love, until the 
ſtill ſmall voice be beard in your ſoul Be of good 
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T Was in open, my dear, that I had cauſe to 
| think you had gained ground; but if I was mif- 
taken, am very ſorry, God forbid, however, that 
you ſhould have gone back. I muſt not, for my 
own eaſe, believe that. The reaſon for your not 
finding ſo much comfort as ufual flowing from the 
 crols, is becauſe you W too much out 
upon outward things, I doubt not but your own 
will is indeed very powerful, and it wilt ever be fo, 
while you indulge yourſelf in caſtle-building. Let 
ur ſchemes be ever fo good, they are (unleſs God 
ad given the means and power to perfo 
wem mer 


the creatures of your own ma od 


, 


* 


% 


| 


| — 44 in theſe ima ood project. Belieye 
54 hing . e ſelf-will, pride, and 


C a 


ufer ſelfapplauſa. 
15 fear, m mp love, you will ſoon think me ' 60 plain 


| 7 7 our progreſs Jon't imagine though, 
twin you. — oy not make Fer, valit to Ms, 


| * moſt conſtant gu 


L 10 qJ 71 
1 done know any thivg 7 — ſelf-will more deli 


dear ſoul, 1 8 rience. 


wo ought to ſubdue, than. theſe 
or ake ſtrive to get the better 
of this folly. I know your temper is naturally in- 
<lined to it, and therefore you ought to be more 
icularly watchful. Cannot you, my love, keep 
your thoughts fixed on the preſent moment in a 
conſtant dependence on the leadings.of the Spirit of 
puter and only wiſhing that every e mo- 
Sal, wida Ach a new ace ſſion of to 3 7 
on the and ih Lge 
which yop Fraud ham it n 2. When Tai 
in this ignation to it, a peace io 
the ſoul which cannot he N 25 
I da not like your going to Vauxhall. I think | 
L rag png poſſihle means to get af. 
+ DUP 


ou were to o he fincere, a af 22 it was 
et you what 


EEO s Ao tos. © an. at Sali i. Bon i 


againſt your conſcience, P l 
orce 


to do. If you are really to g0 12 will pre- 


ſerve your heart from the pollutions of the lace. 


If this is the cafe, 1 


ger of n bee chere, than in your viſit to Mrs. 
bs for in this viſi you will lie expoſed to the,wapſt - 
enemy ary have, that is, yourſelf, . 6 
people whom you love and admire, and who love 
2 admire you, you willwithout the moſt conſtant | 
_watchfulneſs, be continua falling into ſelf. ſeek- 


in my pak ing; but I cannot anſwer it to my con- 
ſcience, fin ce what bas paſt. between us, not to 
warn you of 2 thing wh h ſeems to me io pre- 


ep 
upon your own heart, that 


„ quite the. ad but I with you to 


Lu 
what ſhould be for health be not unto at 
eaten of falling. bans 


| 1 emu ſacred fits, Be, 


11 


on 
7 


4 
14 


ou 60 Did, To | | 
1 God that you now * the danger of 
ndering, imagioations in a clearer light: but I 

con rs po what ſchemes a heart like yours which 
was defirous of nothing but what im- 

need tended to increaſe in it the love of God) 
can pork ue, which are not for what we call doing 
Depend upon it, my dear, if you can by an 

7y of ou will waſte a thought on any future 
view ineſs, that regards 2 your ſituation 
8 ns wor you are yet e Kingdom of 
6 a ſoul. that 10 but the loweſt ſenſe of 

te puta g love of God, Lay thing that does. 


not 
Gantt thi 1 the preſent” circum. 
ſtances we . ought to be 1 to with 

rudence, though not with anxiouſneſs; but that 
foul. ect runs out after them in future ought to 
tremble; My dear creature, are we not every mo- 


ment on the "brink of eternity, and may plunge in 
the- 9 


to do but every moment to graſp after new d 
of grace, new 


wer over msd 
of the love af abroad 1 1 005 


4 Without holineſs 1 man ſhall ſee the 1 1 
Alas! what js a life o fixty or ſeventy 2 
pofing we could be certain of fo” 

uni verſal holineſs? And mall we loſe a en 
= muſt à great many, but ful, our 
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* of;that..end for which we were created, and te, | 
which we have ſuch glorious encouragements.. 
What! ſhall Chriſt cry out to us in vain, ©. Give 
'6 me thy heart ? Or ſhall we dare to divide that 
heart, which coſt him ſo nr 
jealous. for your redeeming. God. not 
ſoul for which he ſhed his precious blood, to ſtray 
one moment from him, e 
-I am ſorry you found pleaſure at Vauxhall, 1 
could not have believed it had not you told me ſo- 
urſelf, Tſee, my love, I have. thought far too 
vi hly of you. What a frightful diſtance is there 
ſtill between you and a Chriſtian ! Could any one 
who had the mind which 1s in Chriſt, have felt 
pleaſure where they ſaw God diſhonoured, and 
Weit fellow - creatures running headlong to deſtruc- 
tion? You had reaſon indeed to be med, and 
thank God that you Was ſo. The curioſity in regard 
to the aſtronomical inſtruments might diſtraſt your 
mind for a longer time, but your takin delight in 
theſe did not ſhew ſuch an exceſſive depravity of 
heart, as the other: for aſtronomy is only acciden- 
tally made a means of diſhonouring God, and, 
hurting. che ſouls of men; but Vauxhall is neceſari;, 


9 ſo. | 
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I Write, my love, to you, to thank you for che. 
1 pleaſure you gave me laſt Thurſday, and ſtill to. 
urge you mere and more continually. to preſs for- 
wards. Young as you are, you may perhaps be very 


near the end of, your-courſe, and. the time given. 


you to work in may, for ought you know, be very 
nearly elapſed. That form of re hic 42. 


lights the eyes of your friend, and ſeems to promiſe — 


— 


[<1 


a long continuance of health and vigour, may ſaog 
perhaps become defaced and loathſome meat for 
crawling worms, and that foul, that precious and 
immortal ſoul of yours, hich is now far from a0 
its Creator as it ought to do, may ſoon (land naked 
in the ſighi of that God, to whom, it has been un- 
grateful — its day of probation paſt — and us lot 
caſt for a whole eternity, O my friend, my 
deareſt companion in my pilgrimage, I conjure you 


by all your heart holds dear, that you lole not a 


moment! O may that God, who is love itſelf, ſo 
inflame your ſoul with a ſenſe of his love, as 
conſume all its droſs, and make it through Chri 
an acceptable ſacrifice to himſelf ! I think the laſt 
time I ſaw-you 1 had the ſatisfaction of obſerving 
leſs of felffeeking in you, than I ever did before. 


Sure will give me greatly to rejoice in you 


Farewel. Whenever, my love, I think too wel 


r deceiving me. 


of fail not to tell me, and take ſhame to your- 
Lell for ee ee 
| | a | I am yours, Sc. 


8 
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|. My dear Friend, + 


] Thank you for your letters, and rejoice at a 
| part of the account you give me. Vo 


have been very happy indeed; and it ſeems tome, 
that God gave you this happineſs as preparatory to 
the. trials which were to enſue, and if you ſhould 
after this goodneſs of God towards rieve his 
Holy Spirit, by ſuffering your beart to rv. dr 
temper, which you know to be contrary to his wi 
what words would be ſtrong enough to paint your 
black ingratitude ? I will deal plainly with you. 1 
think you are NN cam dangerous ſituation. 
2 7129 & bai BB * N yet 5 Every 


. i 


— 
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| 
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t 4 1 : 4 
thing around you will e to tempt y 
Bev nk job beſets you, per. un | 
foie jr" wa not $6 oh Lets geg N 
Lou muſt pray without ceaſing, even in the 
ſenſe of the words, and conſtantly ſtrive to have 
ſtrongly painted in your imagination Jeſus Chriſt 
if ann Sree. There is nothing I think more 
tends to humble us, than the conſideration of the 
ſufferings of Chriſt. When you e 
to ſay or do àny thing with : view to praiſe, fs 
this temper, this vanity of mine added Docks weight 
of my Saviour's ſufferings, and made more bitter 
his cup of #{tterneſs. O, if you had a ſoul capable 
of Feelin if you have one ſpark of gratitude, can 
you think this, and in? Was you now Sanding 
| 00 Moufit Calvary 4 the etoſs of the bleſſed Jeſus 
poſe the dreadful deed as but now rforming) 
. ſaw the Redeemer of the world juſt nailed 
10 bis e roſs. ſav, would you help to drive the nails 
ſtill deeper ? Would you preſs the thorns cloſer to 
his ſacred temples? Would you help to increaſe 
| * that load, which made him cry out, My God, 
my God, why haft thou forſaken me ? Does not your 
ſoul Thudder at the thought? O my friend, would 
not rather die, gladly die, for this your ſuffer- 
ing Lord? Would you not gladly be cut in ten 
thouſand pieces to ſave kim one pang? 1 know 
vou would, And will you not ftriveragainlt | that 
fin'which increaſed his ſufferings? Will you not 
ſtrive, my love? ——Yes, —4 you will. Is nat 
every thing we can give up by far too ſmall a return 
for what this Redeemer has done ſor us? And ſhall 
we not give this little? Above all ſhall we not giue 
2 wer” of all Wr ern 
love, a Think, m w 
——— 
1 this perſon is - ignorantly- driving me . / 
4. Sevidur“ And if you e 
lacency 


93 


Wir alte to indulge a vai 
:F 


., | 
placency in theiv applauſe, think/immediately hyvvw = 
their praiſe would be turned into contempt, did they 
know your heart as it really is, and bluſh; for thus 
deceiving them. Recolett ſome of the mean mo- 
tives which have been the ſprings of ſome 
of your moſt admired words and actions, and let 
your ſoul within you be humbled- to the duſt. 
And, my dear, I beg you will be careful how you 
draw praiſe upon yourſelf by praiſing others. I 

is what I am very apt to fall into; and therefore. 14 
am the more e its hurtfulneſa. 5 be- 
ware how ſuffer yourſelf to attempt explaining 
nice W of doctrime, unleſs it is . there 
will be good done by it, and - . may hape 
God will preſerve you from the pride which gene- 
rally. accompanies this diſplay of the capacity. May 
you conſtantly: walk in the light, of God's counte - 


- 
_—_—_ 
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. 
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1 EI 
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Am glad, my dear friend, that your viſu to d 
1 . ſacly benefit. io you; and pray God 
to continue it to your ſoul; and not to· ſuſſt ii theſe 
impreſſions to wear off. Temptations doubtleſs 
will attend every ſſtuation we ae in. burithe ſoul 
that reſts ſecute in the love of God will cafily'con-- 

uer them. IL wiſh you may find! mor and mort 

enefit from the church prayers : they ate, for hu» 
man compoſitions, very exellent and I believe tha 
beſt form of prayers Mat ever was put tagether. 1 
cannot reproach you for that Which God has par- 
doned, but you certainly ought noweto be more 
watchful, that you fall not agein: for then great 
indeed would be your condemnation. The danger 
which may accrue to you by going to Miss , will 
I find be known to you by experience on. She is 
certainly a good are Herlelf, and I love her: 
but there is a ſpirit 1 ant 
727780 N Is | 


1 
* 
. 4 * 


| L 16 J | 
abſolutely contrary to the Spirit I am ſeeking aſter, 
She is not capable, my dear, of watching your 
words with any ill 23 Her only view is to find 


out your errors, and if poſlible cure you of them, 
I doubt not but if you could converſe with 


alone, and keep clear of diſputes, fhe might be of 


great uſe ta you, and I hope God will bleſs this and 
every other means to the good of your foul, ,” The 
moſt excellent people in the world will be of little 


avail, unleſs his Spirit aſſiſts, and with this-there is 


3 ſo weak and mean, but wirat may tend to 
increaſe his love in our hearts. For my own | 
filence and folitude ſeem at preſent beſt for me, an 

I am more hurt by ſome religious people whom. I 


converſe with, than by the people of the world. 
Indeed there is ſcarce any who does not in ſome 
meaſure hurt me; except Mr, ***, - Numberleſs are 


the ſnares that lie in our way to the heavenly king- 


dom. It is truly a warfare, and a very difficult one, 


but the crown that awaits-us at the end is well 


worth ſtriving for, even unto blood. Beſides, the 

encouragements and comforts. we find in the way 

are glorious. Sure I am, that Alexander never found 

ſo much r in all his conqueſts, as the ſoul that 
t 


preſſes after the footſteps of Chriſt does in one con- 
queſt over ſelf- will. There is more delight in ſuf- 
fering ſor God, than in reigning. with the world. 
To claſp the croſs of Chriſt cloſe to the heart is 
more happineſs than angels can give; and what in- 


expreſſible ſatisfaction is it to a ſoul, whole every 
faculty loves its Redeemer, to cry out. 


One drop'of thy fad cup afford : te 


I fein with thee would ſympathize, . 
L . \ a 


And ſhare the ſuff rings of my Lord. | | 
O God of unſpeakable mercy, unbounded love, 
how little is all we can do or fuffer for thee? *Q 
DOR: © © . % y "EP 34.4 that 
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that we might eds nor even a pulſe 
beat, but for our God What is all that earth or 
heaven itſelf can give in ariſon of thee ̃ 0 
uncreated beauty, how; does every other excellence 
ſade at / thy preſence! How does a taſte of thy 
love make every * inſipid, and a: ray of 
thy light darken | the brighteſt 5 created beings! | 
O when, When ſhall our ſouls be Wwholly ſwal- 
lowed up in thee! When ſhall e know thee even 
alſo as we are known! Thou knoweſt the deſire 
of our hearts, thou ſeeſt how. our ſouls. ſtretch, and 
pant after thee, even to fainting ] O' give us to 
drin of the waters of life, even in this our pilgri- 
mage, until we come to drink freely of them from 
that river which proceedeth out of the throne of 
God, and of the Lamb, for · ever and ever. Amen, 


7 er C. n ase nie a $ 
| ns POT OP 
——— a F pro 


ordering 

hrs muſt, inſtead» of: ag 2p 
able ta your fout, The ate 
a dear relation in danger of death, 1 — 2 — 

time for exerciſing a number of chriſtian graces... $8 
Such a ſcene as this keeps the mind in a moſt proper | 

— e recollected, ſerious?” and in you: 
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can do is, not to argue about them in your on 


mind, but immediately fly to prayer; and if you 
cannot pray, only wiſh earneſtly to pray. It is 
right, that you ſhould think yourſelf the vileſt 
creature breathing, and I am every day more and 
more convinced, that every ſoul Which really loves 


God muſt. bayer in its on particular think 


the ſame: and in whatever proportion the love of 
God increaſes in the foul, in the ſame 2 
will the ſenfe of its own vileneſs and h neſ 
increaſe, till at laſt it is in a manner annihilated be- 
fore God. This is a point which the wiſdom of 
the world cannot underſtand, and which no ſcheme 
of doctrine can teach the heart; but when we 
truly n Chriſt crucified, then we can truly 

What! to me ſuch love? to the vileſt and 


* 


1 


cry oiat, 


moſt ungrateful ef all creatures? O whence ſuch; | 


love to me ? | 


I 22 for the ſin you fell into. Had the tem- 


Per of your mind been really charitable, you cer- 
tainly could not lightly have ſpoken evil of any 
one. Nothing is more cont to the true ſpirit 
of the goſpel, than this want of univerſal love, and 
yet there is nothing ſo common even among thoſe 
who in moſt other reſpe&s are unblameable. How 
ought We every moment to wach! O when ſhall 


we indeed bo tene ed after the image of Chriſt ! 
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"V -' animating as your preſent circumſtances 7 
Cod ſeems, I , in nn peculiar manner io 
watch over your foul for gobd. What intereſting; 
phat heart - affectiug ſcenes have you gone through 

The account 1, have had of your ***'s death, 
made me ſee the Wait ase you in- 
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HAT, my dear companion, can I write ſo. 


Keongelt 


— 9 1 


Arongeſt light, and I arm ready to ſhudder, white 
I think that it is poſſible, even after all this, that 


ſhould again be ungrateful. O watch every 
— Think what horrors and agonies you muſt 
feel, if you ſhould now ſuffer your heart to turn 


aſide from this tender-and — God ! The cir- 
cumſtances you are now in are like five talents given 
to your care. Remember are to gain to hem 


fve talents more, or expect to hear theſe dreadful 
words — Thou flethful Fad ice euer Sc.— 


Your heavenly Father ſeems to be makin lain 


3 face. I ſee you in a lig n 
bhetical, 1 and yet I tremble. You' 
m pointed out, I think, as an inſtrument in the 


here you will be in danger from your old enemies, 
wide, and love of teaching, and above all that ſelt- 
tting-up which you have found ſodifficult to over- 
— O my dear love, fail not every hour of the 
day to particularly for humility. -1I truſt you are 

notine anger from any inereaſe oſ fortune. Noſurely. 
The heart of my beloved friend cannot be ſo mean 
and low, as to pride itſelf in droſs and dirt. Per- 
haps you will find ſome difficulties in regard to the 
tempers of your *** ; how neceſſary will it be for 


in this caſe to plate conſtantly before eyes 
— and lowlineſs of the Lamb of God 48 
And fear not, you will in all theſe things be more 
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TI ada, Ir yeſterday that 


. and your heart not ſo warm 
8 — O when ſhalt 
we be free from th: rations ? Or rather when' 


. o intenſe, that 


9 fixed and wo 
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hands of God for the converſion of 'Miſs , but 
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ta repeat it, till our 1 are fully opened in eters £ 


„ lieveth,” ſaid the God of truth; and why en 
do not you aud I conquer all fin? n do 


God in Chriſt Jeſus are hardly more aſtoniſhing, 2 
fully iruſt in them. Chriſt ſtands ever ready o 


rious light of the promiſes of God. And 


yet there is in the centre df out ſouls 8 
root of unbelief, which juſt as We are gain 


ſun.: 16 they behold it ſteqſaſii he nouri 
but if they turn away their heads or ſhut the 


thing very ſtriking in this. + A nominal belie 
who makes a profeſſion of holineſs, has all the o 
ward mas ef a true 'believer,'as theſe. data 


—— —— — 7 — 
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ward walk through the fire wright being 
25 F remember having ſometimes laid to you 
beginning of laſt ——— There is more a 

yy mile, deal in ſaith than we all imagine: andy 
though, thanks to the free grace of God, we bath 
knew more of faith now, than we did at that ti 
yet Fmay {till repeat the ſaying, and may coniοf¹ 


nity. All things a w-nollibla to him that be- 


not believe. The unbounded riches of the grace of 
than the perverſeneſs of that ſoul, which will not 


fave to the uttermoſt, if we will, but believe, that i 
he can, and will do it; and we draw back and 
ſhriäk from his redeeming hand, We. ſuffer ths: 
dark clouds of our fallen nature to obſcure the . 


aur heads may be fully conuinced of their 
and we may have ſome deſires of attaining 


— 4 


hold on the prize whiſpers — © How gan 
“things be?” And then we fink. I) have: 
it obſerved: of the eagle, that the holds hen 5 
e | 
eir ey 
ſhe daſhes them to the ground. There is for - | 


s have of the others, r 1 te 
e 


lo 5 _— band, pray l He 4 
m love, „W wats * f 
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B 
e at of our immaterial ſun, ug this eye of cnt 
Si:nds ſhould by that means contra a dimneſs and 


aſtly beholding him, When be ſhall appear in all 
ſhe fulnefs of bis lory: May the God of merey 


ſerv 
= 


1 


Praiſe God with my whole Kent for hap- 

4 pineſs and ſtrength, and I pray him Ce 
| it every moment. may that bleſſed peace never 
leave your ſoul: it is eternal life n, and ten 


+ that in outward troubles, or iriwai i 
you can leave the means of our deliverance in- 
rely to God, without ſuffering-your imagination 


may be delivered. O that we could alwa 
ure ourſelves upon the mercies of our God Then 
*#Yauld he indeed work wonders for us Wonders 


child on its fond parent, drawing all 
d, all your comfort from him, and him a 


Emer, there be 


ove thee; thou 
= 
N 


Peakneſs, which might render us incapable of ſted- 


— #6#'hs your yup. * 


E thouſands laid in the balance with this peace would 
be all lighter than vanity. It is a orious: ſign, 


©to run out after the manner in ch you 


AAbich we now can ſcarce believe, though the Gd 
of truth himſelf &eclares them -unto us. And this 
de ke Ln By 838 ers to which 
you are going to be — bob db will be watch- 
zo keep * your in ſtantly turned 
rds Nm, and wait and hang upon him, as 2 


Nu have but lite out ward retirement, ſhut wors $5 
iy the door of your heart, and there in its in- 
— — ogns 4 with your God, and Re- 
invally crying. unto him 
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2 thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that 
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ſoul, that I deſire nothin but to do V perieb 
will, and to be conformed to the lik of thy 
| as well as to the likeneſs of thy reſurrec- 
tion. O cxucify/ in me the whole y., of- fin! 
Give. me an humble, a er and bnd hie 


it, and in thine own; good d perighth k 
haſt begun in my. ſoul. a T7 


As to examples which are not good, I hope I 
may ſay, that all the effect th 2 can have upon aue | 


\ 


beloved friend (in her preſent happy ſtate of mi 
will be to drive her nearer to hey od, and in that 
nearneſs what comfort does the Poe Grin ng 
What though earth and hell 7 

| 44 Eros purge gail vt | Fer 

Calmly it defies the rags 5 Baths 
Of perſecution ner. W7'p 


8 ſhall brighter grow; 
Av" when in the urnace 


4 ly eſus will a 
0 aper tg 


OP | 
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1 28 ves ar love, let thoſe who fille ee 
beſt friends join with the world in calling us mopes 
and ent/ufraſts, Still ſtedfaſtiy fixed on the: rock 
which cannot be moved, we will endure, nay joy- 
fully/take up the reproach for his fake, who hid” 
not his bleſſed face from ſhame and ſpitting for our 
fakes, to make us (accurſed and 2. heirs 
of eternal glory. O chat his ſtrength may but ac. 
company us, and the light. of his countenance con- 
tinually abide with Save then we- ſhall not fail 
| to go on conqueri to conquer. Amen. 
For God's lake 801d diſputes of all Linde 1 f 
| ww 2 hted the laſt time you was with meg to 
that you was greatly altered for the better 
12 is refpea, Think not that F will omit to pra 
for you, and fail not to pray for mei Om 
ute will time be fwallowed-up nn, | 
; I radi 
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8 Readiiy eee fiiend, that nab 
have not brought back the {ame heart you'car- 
ried with you: "for I thought I diſcovered the word 

laſt times I ſaw you, a falling off from the 
you had, and the happy ſtate of mind you had beer 
in: but for God's ſake ſtrive to * recover — 
before you are funk lower. Think how dreadful 
r caſe will be, if you ſhould fo grieve the Spirit 


of God, as to cauſe” him to depart from vou. 1 
know your heart to be ungrateful and deceitful; and 


you yourſelf know full well how much it is ſo but 
. not to ſearch into its moſt hidden corruptions. 
Was it ten times more vile and polluted than it is, 
the blood of Jeſus is all- ſufficient to cleanſe it. 
And my dear ſoul, let me intreat of you earneſtly to 
ſeek after a clear and conſtant ſenſe of the pardon 
ing love — God. This _ can 1 ys 
trample” a temptations un r your fert: believe 
me, ke you reylly walk in th 4.5 of his coun- 
tenance, you never can conquer 
works of darkneſs. O Sek he the 
all urſderſtanding. ' Vou have e -e NE 
am ſure, eonſidering the many ſnates 
I really fear you de not-diligently ſeek Jr 6. God: 


tis very certain they that ſeck ſhall find; and there- 


fore that the Redeemer is met fully manifeſded in 
you ſoul is e Hay 3 your floth and neg- 
2 How is it poſſible ＋ you to keep your 


friking upon your ſenſes, unleſs you have in you 


things «not ſeen? V 
clear in goſpel-· doctri 
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till you can ſay with full aſſurance of faith, * My 
« ſinsare forgiven.” Depend upon it this is the 
' firſt ſep in true Chriſtianity, O cry to God exety 
moment from the bottom of your heart, and he 
will, de more for you, than you can either aſk or 
think, am a witneſs of his free and boundleſs 
merty. For.ſome days paft I have been inthe wil- 
- derneſs, my ſoul weary, faint, and deſolate ; no re- 
= joicing in God: not one ray from the ſun of righte- 

| ouſnels, but this morning, this bleſſed morning, 

beloved returned to my foul, and I rejoiced with 
2 and could ſay with the fulleſt al- 
f ſurance, My ſins are done away — Chriſt, is mine — 
| & God the Father is my reconciled Father--God 
| « the Holy Ghoſt is my comforter and guide.” 
| : O my friend, my heart is now ſo overwhelmed 1 


a. Mia. a mo a. _ a@@ 


can ſcarce write, I could repeat à thouſand 4 
a thouſand times over—Chriſt is mine. My foul 

ready to ſpring out of its priſon, and I could at this 
moment face death in all its moſt horrible proſpe&s 


« 


to go to my. Redeemer. , O death, Where, is thy 

ſting ? Ograve, where. is thy victory ? My dear 

. dove, you know not what you loſe by your 7 2 

5 1 O ſeek, ſtrive, agonize; could you ſuffer 

me utmoſt 4ortures of body and mind, they would 

be all as nothing to gain one moment of this ſweet- 

j ness; and O pray for me, that I may nat by fg. 

1 . _ ing grieve re E Kak 27 
= - ent peace. God be with you, my dear friend. 

'Þ | | IR blefs you both now. and <p big DM 
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them. Your bleſſed 


1 
mall I ſay ? How ſhall I find words ſtrong ei 


to make a laſting 0 orgy ona 1 * ſo n | 


ſo ſlothful, and careleſs? O that the Spirit of God 
would afliſt my weak endeavours, and point my 
otherwiſe unavailing words! You? own you do not 
ftrive earneſtly? alas, I too plainly ſee you du not. 
But the blefſed Comforter ſtrives with'you, Ar; fill 
you reſiſt and grieve him. How irkſome is it to me 
alw 

Code fake be more in earneſt, How can you talk 
of ſloth and carelefineſs, when you are 3 on 


the brink of a precipice ? Can you promiſe yourſelf” 
—_— day? Tre 00 Bt to die in the ſtate you 


re now'in? Nay, are you not afraid to die ? © 

if the Lord ſhould ſay of you, as of the barren Rs 
tree, Cut it down, why cumbereth it the l. 
how would be overwhelmed with dread and 
confuſion ? who know fo well what are 
the glorious of 328 goſpel, to ſuffer 85 
thoughts to run upon wor ings is inexc 

It —_ ſtran that! y — you love 
Chriſt more t when you was in a bet- 
ter ſtate; however, above all things hold faſt, and 


Or 


ſtrive to increaſe this love; but then at the fame _.. 


time take care that you hate fin in the ſame pro- 
portion, and that you ſtrive againſt it with the ut- 
moſt earneſtneſs: for to talk of loving Chriſt, and 
at the ſumme time to give way to ſloth, careleſſneſs, 
and uindedneſs, is an abominable mockery. 


If PINOY 


tions never fear, 


r own heart conſent not to 
aſter will ſurely help you, if 
you can but truſt _ nd never give way to 


ſeeming impoſſidili ough pe 
you cannot pray ma Ar or with any Find nd bf 
connexion, Ft if ye you be ever fo diſtracted 12 557 
ſurely ery, Ta are | upon me—] 

me, Or even you . — not do this eg h 


your heart, aſk whether you do not deſi 

» = | — C ; | 10 
' | 

| | 


to write the ſame thing? My dear foul, for 


with ten thouſand tempta- 4 50 


8 2 K 10 3.90 2328 between us and eternity. 
May the Lor re us, . — 
"or ps trimmed, 


ray; and if you do, thank God for that defire, 
> bet the next thought will be a an up Could you 
not make the increaſe of your family profitable, by 
Joiping at ſtated times of the day in, ſome att of 
devotion? If it were but one quarter of an hour 
at a time, there would doubtleſs be à bleſſing at- 
tending it. Suppoſe you were to King un hym do- 
gether, or by turns pray, either from ſome form 
of prayer, or, what would be better, exte 

You ought rather to be ſilent, and be thought a 
mope, than to join in trifling diſcourſe, _ Conſider, 
d love, you are to ſet an example to our young 
friends; and fear nat, but God will deliver you 
from this 5 9 into the glorious liberty, of his 
children. The feeble truſt, you no have] is dhe 
work of his bleſſed Spirit, and he avill inoreaſe it 
into an holy confidence. Let not therefore your 
comfort ficken; but traſt in that Jeſus, who died 
that you might live; to whoſe ec baſe 


commit you, | +! 0 b! 
A . 20 , 5 
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"My dear Frend, vey 


1 Hope your preſent POT. th a0 0 prevent 


your conſtant w tching | over your on heart, 
and p Stn farwarc me way; of holineſs...-ln 
the midſt o all. theſe * death may come: 
And are you fit to de Ve cannot too often aſl 
ourſelves this queſtion, ** cannot be too ſerious. 


hour he calls we — 15 dy, our 
_ and we ourſelves as thoſe WhO — the bride- 
toom. Adieu, 75 dear. May the 9 

rue you from all eit. bal yr. 
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o'r Whit wier 12 dear Wees can 185 thing 

or Aerts to- you 27 78 tried all means iu 

power to keep your mind: more ſteady, but 1 
wes, If God Has 2 any time fo bleſſed 5 4 
that they hive made any impreſſion on you, it has 
one off in two or three days: and when you have 

thoſe benefits indeed of converting with „ 
living Chriſtians, though for a time you have ben 
raiſe and lively, yet you have ſoon ſunk iritb 
former floth and careleſſneſs, There muſt 1 4 
tamly be ſome Ridden "ori _ in your heart, 
which eauſes this ĩinconſtancy. Toten ſtudy y WN 
as I would a book, but you are in truth one of 
moſt puzzling books 1 ever met with, I often rejoice 
do ſee in you (as I think) an increaſe of grace, and 
a decreaſe of * de and ſelfiſhneſs, which under 
an appearance of humility you once had to a'great 
dejretl 'ThreJuſb time e Was with me, I thought 
you greatly advanced; and you are fallen again 
into pride andi ſelfiſhneſs. The Lord Jeſus ratſe you 
up. Indeed, my dear foul, you grieve and wound: 
me.” Vou bring in my ny el, and tears in 
my eyes nay, and ſometimes your letters tempt m 8» 
to impatience; but then I —— recollect m 
own continual backſli gs, and 'the Tong-ſufferin EA | 
of God dowards me, und can I be impatient with 
my friend d 1f t of retirement ĩs not owing. 
to yourſelf-tiever lay Your coldneſs upon that; fe 
was heart God would ſtrengthen you 
at all ti eb do õ, up to him. "Bat if, 1 you ſay, 
outrifled'away your time, and indulged an refer 


ingne64& prayer; no wonder Cod with-held that 1 
— fs he would otherwiſe have given 
vol. 7 upon it, whenever you find aft un- 


wi to Pray chat of all times is the moſt pro- 
25 3 «© 2 . per 
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for you to in: therefore never or fa on ouch 
22 27228 go read — ve lt 
do fome good work, which 1 perhaps 
_ my mind into a better 82 n 
do «Ar fo fooliſhly ; 1 5 
before God with all your Sa aneh you 
will ſoon give you n the vin and tho por to 
en, Adieu. | 
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My 4 Friend, 4 | 1 3 n 
. impoſſible for me to judge rightly, il 
know: eee. our affair, and then I doubt nat 
uh God, if we aſk in fincerity, will direct us both 
to agree in our ſentiments as to whit will be moſt 
conducive to your eternal welfare. However, 
much I can now ſay, Be not unequally yoktd with 
an unbelieuer. To marry a man in L 
ing him a-Chriſtian, will. be leadin ay 
ion, The advantages you 
double be great bleſſings to 5 if y 
. certain you. can enjoy them, You — . 7 
explicit with the perſon, whoever he ig, both wi 
regard to your ſentiments and his own heart... Vo 
cannot imagine the continual ſnares you will walk 
in, if you are joined to one who is not ined to 
Chriſt; eſpecially if you have any far him, 
As in a married ſtate there ate more, allurements 
draw the mind from God than in a ſingle one, 
{if the companion be a Chriſtian) theno are alo-ad- 
vantages in it, which perhaps may almoſt make the 
balance even. But how Geesdlal will it be, if he 
ho ſhould be your help prove to you an occahon of 


If into 


of «a own heart. Examine. well whether 
ogy accept: chis offer Now W epe o the ger 


»* 


falling? Above Yall things, my dear, ON the ſincerity 


mak- 


— 


* ] 

of God, and the good of your own wal; and fear 
not, if you aſk coſe or Gon: in faith nothing Wa- 

vering, that he will give you freedom of mind, 
either to acrept or refuſe as — be moſt profitable 
for 121 6 

e beuge u chat your ſoul is at reſent dif: 
trafhed with worldly thoughts. © An affair, of this 
kind always occaſions a'thouſand'diftraftions, eſpe- 

cially where it is in ſuſpenſe.” I feat your increaſe 
of company does not at all add to your ſpiritual 
happineſs, The Lord Jeſus bleſs you. I pity you. 
What need have we of "continual afliftance from 
above? How do we walk as on bürting coals? 
O let us ſtrive for that ſkate gf mind, In which we 
can ſay, nothin ag gi gives me pain but What is con- 
trary to the will of God, and tends 9 draw my 
foul from him; and * gives me pleaſure but 
as it is agreeable to his will, and tends co draw my 
foul nearcr'ts' ad Adieu. 9 5 | 


* 


eu 19 (999 . 5 28 9 534 1 l 


4 3 Sl. , ; 
F. 340 dof $4 — 7 4 — * e LAY — 3 2 — — . 
- U 


11 of £ 7 4 1 18 
885 d 421. þ 4216 A. . 4 17 
| 19 


' dd Cut. va nr 
15, 99 fa hs 


£3324 GI: gail! I. 19207 10 £35 +364) 
Jan We Fiore more der his 
name aof V, and 
ſrength to ſay all — — 2 
bana nds w yaw and the the: - 
ppronches, the more : feel for 


eu) your” Alas, | 
yoo how planing yo exfrince 


You will have 9 — double Wate 
* O ety earneſtly: to God for grace“ dn 
h to keep your ſoul, from ſinking under the 
— which your three grand eng- 
mies, the world, the fleſh, — the devil will be 
attacking you with in your new ſtate 

life. , my love, in all our inter- 
W Gg courle, 


God will give me 


[ 90 1 


courſe, I have not it failed to ſet before. _ the dif. 
advantages and diſtrattions you muſt neceſſarily 
meet with in a married life, This I thought it my 
duty to do, though your intentions in regard to 
marriage were always founded upon chriſtian mo- 
tives. Had I found you inclined to dedicate,your- 
ſelf more particularly to God in a 1 12851 
ſhould doubtleſs have encouraged that inclination 

but as this was not the caſe, and I did get Gare ab- 
ſolutely to diſſuade any one from marrying, I have 
therefore only ſtrove to guard you again the evils 
attending that condition, and pray God grant 

may find them overbalanced by the good. The Ark 
evil which people are apt to fall into when they mar 
ry, is an extreme ſelfiſuneſs: this I have, ſeen moſt 
flagrant inſtances of, but then the people were not 
Chriſtians. O, my friend, remember you have 
taken upon you the ſacred name of Chriſtian. ing 
next thing which our ſex in particular is very 

ject to, is a pretty indolence of foul, and a TH] " 
hugging themſelves as though they were become 


mip hene conſequence; and then all they fay 
or do, and every thing which s to them, is 


of importance, You will think. there is 
no danger of poor falling into an) os low an 


filly ; x, wh do not think ſo, for without ex 
— 3 it will ſteal imperceꝑtibly u 


| be fer — | 
e of wordly-mindedneh wi 
Jour faith, your n W1 


m9. 'by the. i Amp tranny, 5 5 ity 
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My dear Friend, * 7 f . WI, 


Lees rot howt lm to wyſelf th e.charaQer | 
you mention, and yet I | dare © not 2 do 
2 Baa hich you tell me may be voor? benefit 
know God —— — bl 2 tay <0 
hs 1 Nuts and relying w wholly on his 
power and goodnels, 1 enter into this. cor+ 
reſpondence,;,,You complain 1 1 have not my 
— watchful over you as uſual. In whicag 4 
ly have not, and you know the reaſon 
2 to ſpeaking, if 1 have there * it is e 
owing to m ng ſo apt to 1 0 
Ifearin this! 1 £25 ve dealt with — with 
my own heart—judged too favourably of both, 
May God gire.ms a cleares lnkght- both into you 
— into myſelf. | 
I doubt not but your preſent, condition contri- 
butes greatly to your more in — and 


ave ne che ſtren 
aa ach bier y be a 5 05 trial indeed, 12 


d you found ſuch a, bleſſing on Sund 
Joubt not but che greater degree of. light P. 
- pan will be aſſaulied by temps 


* u have, the mo 
tions, and Meſe p een only of a ſtrange, 
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chat. you have not that ſpirit of love, without which | 


the higheſt attainments are but as ſounding brak, 
and as a tinkling cymbal. I often am forry to ſee 
how much this divine temper 4s wanting amongit 
religious people. For my own part, I ſtand ſelf 
condemned in this, though it is a fin which I have 
even a natural averſion to! And I fear there are 
vut fe hearts in whith this root of bitterneſs does 
not grow almoſt imperceptible. However, the 
captain of our ſalvation can give us to tread even 
mis enemy under our feet,” Let us therefore go on 
nothing iſeouraged, 'truſting ' in his help, and 
following his ſteps, untik We appreheid that 
for which we are ap ae this divine 
leader. e iel (IR 


2 * et „ de fee e 05. 
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. | -G? n erna . 1084/3 0 
TR. V. has Beem ms W meet Dr. 72 at "oy 
Houle; 2 though 1 honour the chafakter of 
at worthy et 1 rathet fear, than defire to do 
this. I real now wal obs the being ſet up asſomething 
fo be thoug 1 well of. I ſee ſu > a depth 1 of 5 
and ſelf. 2 in my own heart, that 1 22 any y thing 
Tas ell can give the leaſtfopd to theſe helliſh ter pet 
am 1 ſatisfied, that there can be no perf | 
CA ache Bon love, till theſe be done awa 
not dle Bleſſed Jeſus meek and towly of h 
as not he Fes fed and rejected ? And we! 
y dear love, debe for stell and ſot me. 
e are eſtęemed, admired, and ſought after. 
agen, think tread upon burning _ You, 
— 2 to a for the g Ras 
* Gy 


with 
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| would preſerve Seen 8 1 recolle 
rt, 


t 1 


7 all chat ſeparates from God—thid {lf is aff hit 


keeps the bleſſings both of time and'cternity from 
our ſouls. O 10 us learn, and know, and 
that we are nothing, and that God is all in 
Certain it 4s that Bleſs we die with Chriſt we 
cannot riſe to his life. | Unleſs we ure © crucified 
with him here,- we cannot reign with him Here- 
after. Let us then 1 — phone to his 
croſs, and continuall every temper that is 
contrary to his pe fel wal will, — we muſt; but 
the love of Gol will make all ſufferings ſweet, 'and 
his grace will enable us to conquer all difficulties, 
I rez6ice at 3 which you tell me —4 


been given you over en Sb os e 
, 


Is not this e 


look more into you and lay not out 
yourſelf 4 — I have ſeen fo 
much of the ill effects of this, that I dread it ot» 
for young x aps "Were continually, 


De 


This is indeed as it ought to 

And O by go means ſuffer this arixjous defire 
God, this thirſt rl - only let it be 

een c e ne 0H, which i 

a willingneſs to ſuffer, fo you may be 
lin, The pain you ſpeak of 7 e 0 my 
avg this is right, and may you more and more 
1 to Jeſus I; and him Cooled 
oul thus pained, thus ng, thus geling 
ſalyation, and at the ſame 2 lying N 
0 


Y 0K ens, my eur Bits ver as 2 


- 


I 242 2 
* 3 
the foot of; the croſs, and crying, © Lord, thy win 
be done, is an object in which the holy angels 
rejoice, nay, on which God himſelf looks 
leaſed. To ſuch à ſoul every goſpel bleſſing is 
point of riſing in it with healing in his wings the 
it is born of God, and to fill it with that peate thi 
which paſſeth all undefſtanding, The bleſſed and at } 
adorable Trinity is ready to raiſe it from its fallen to 
Kate, and to perfect the new cteation. What cel 
Encouraging proſpeRs ! Only let not this: happy pa 
pain be taken from: you. by any comforts: the = me 


well 


Can give, but hold it dear to; your heart, as light 20 
Four eyes, till God himſelf change. it to joy unſpeał 
nnr Bing een enen d eren Dic 
I have long thought that to wiſh for any t 
but the ſalvation of our on ſouls and that 2688 
is wrong: becauſe in nothing elle can We be ſure 
that our wiſhes are agreeable to the Will of God. 
I do not know how to beheve, that you could wi 
for more riches; and. if the 7 pleaſed with 
thoughts of gain proceeded only from this motive, 
that you thought God was 5 it more in your 
wer to relieve the neceſſities of others, I would 
not dare to condemn you: but it is ſo difficult 
take any ſatisfaction of this kind without Tome mix- 
ture of worldly mindedneſs, that we cannot be too 
eful in this reſpect 3 nay we ought rather to Tear 
(ſt we ſhould not be found faithful ſteards of the 
4aJents put into our hands, as knowing, that both 
in ſpiritual and temporal bleſſings d To who 
much is given, af them ſhall-much be required.“ 
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„ nieder eee e. . 10 
F it ſhould” pleaſe God to make any thing 1 

write of benefit to” your ſoul, I Wald * 
rejoice; but without that my words will avail no- 
thing. And really the account you give of yourſelf 
at preſent is fo ſtrange, that I know not how to ſpeak. 
to you, or whether harſhneſs or love is moſt ne- 
eeſſary. This I know, that my own ſoul is greatly 
pained for you, but T date not flatter you, * If any 
man hath not the Spirn, of Chriſt, he 1s none of his.” 
and doubtleſs to take a pleaſure in expoling the 
faults of others is a —_ as diſtant from the Spirit 
of Chriſt as hell is from heaven. Believe me, 
my dear life, if the love of God reigned in your 


heart, you would rather cover than expoſe the 


faults even of the yileſt of men. And when oblig- 


ed for their own good, or the warning of others, 
to ſpeak to the' diſadvantage of any one, you would 


do it with fearand caution, at the ſame time looking 
up to God, leſt any bitterneſs ſhould mix, either 
with your — — or words. God is love, and in- 
finite ſtreams of loye are perpetually flowing from 
him, through all created nature. His acts of judg- 
ment as well as.mercy are only acts of. love, and. de- 


ſigned either to remove or to leſſen the evils occa- 
ſioned by the fall of angels and of man; and the ſoul 


which is born of God will as neceſſarily partake of 
this divine principle of e ory, as the child 
you now carry within you es o * 85 
— have pat po — cen to tremble, 
while this temper has any 'fcoting in your ſoul. 
Don't fit down contented; becauſe you have inter- 
vals of recollection, but wrefle mightily with God 
in fervent prayer, until hefpeak . 
5 onen Dos enen 
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N ö f God, t „ attentively. 
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and his love be ſhed abroad in your heart, before 
whiet this evil dif] 7 * as a miſt before 
the morning ſun. me by what 
ſay in regard to ho ey — rc of danger; 
doc kes. not. No creature on earth can be more 
EN my and ure me ee amd cougs, an 
tected me, and gave me ſtre courage, and 
lilies; and doube not but he will ſhew the 
ſame mercy to you; nay I have a ſtrong confidence 
he will in your hour of extremity give you a clearer 
ſenſe of his pardoning love,, than you have yet ex- 
La) bajar Fear not, only believe, All 'hing 
are poſſible to him that believeth,” , 
It has as pleaſed God within theſe 2 s ot give 


me a ſevere trial, and eternal E 
I have ſtood * crying only, we) hy will 2 done. 
MyHiutle boy was taken on Saturday evening with 
ſtrong convulſions, and between that time and gun- 
day evening had I believe full forty hits. He is now 
much better. God is ever merciful: he brings to 
the borders of the rave, and raiſes up 
O how good it is to ſuffer? How glorious to h 
triumph over nature ? How to lay low 
At . of the croſs, and bleſs God for 
thing which more conforms us to the. luifering Je- 
15 Te e and earneſt. als. þ 
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means of ſtirring any one up'to greaterdili- 


gence, of maſhing, them n fi looſer to the things of 
| ws worl ſeek more eameſtly after the things 


Every ſoul ſhould carefullyobſewvethat way, in xx 
God 122 wy and ny flow 
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1 of Cod in the I 
5 ſcheme of our redemption, Others by a more ſimpl 
© and general view of God, as infinite wiſdom and 
T infinite love, . reſt calmly on his will, and though 
* in a lower and Jeſs ſhining way purſue the ſame 
5 end, viz. Salvation by the blood of the Lamb from 


the power as well as from the guilt of ſin, and union 
with the pure fountain of all happineſs. All theſe 
ways are good in themſelyes, and are made ſo to 
every ſoul, which in them follows the lead ings of 
the Spirit of God. But I may make that which 
is good in itſelf evil to me, by uſing it only 2 * 
another thinks it right, and not becauſe I find it 
the means which moſt unites my foul to Chriſt: 
and therefore we ought never io blame any one for . 
not being affected by that which affe&s us. 
It is very certain that the judgments of God are 
now ab in the earth, that ſome of the ſigns 
of the laſt times plainly appear: this (whether the 
calculation in the letter be right or wrong) is obvi- 
ous. to every one, and calls aloud for ſeriouſneſs and 
watchfulneſs. Happy are thoſe who ſhall ſtand un- 
moved in the time of temptation, Happy are thoſe 
who when all nature is agonizitzg around them can 
fly to the only rock of e, and there find ſhel- 
ter from the ftorm, and ſhadow from the heat. 
But above all, happy ara hefe who ſhall have the 
glory of ſuffering Tor t of ſealing 
their ieflimany with their blood, or in the midſt of 
the fire ſhouting for jpy, and bleſſing God for a 
martyr's cxown,, Thele, theſe are glorious proſpectz, 
and weak as we are, God bonour us with. a 
trial Ike this, he would ali ive us ſtrengih to be 
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| ; en 
more than conquerors. In the mean time let us not 
be weary or faint in our minds, but manfully fight 
till we obtain complete Nay over our evil . 


and then ſhall we * ſtand with humble confide 

even before our Judge, and though all nature was 
diſſolved, we ſhould remain unſhaken, and be 
wholly ſwallowed up | in n joy full ond glory.” Gong 
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0 dear Friend: 1 ' 


7 ThJik x you for your laſt Laer and 1 mes Geh 
that you was not offended with mine. This bear- 
ing of flain-dealing is a comfortable proof to me | 
your ſincerity. © If temptatioris increaſe, God wi 
give 2 propottionable increaſe of ſtrength. There 
von nothing but faithfulneſs on your pant to the 

race already g wen. I know not the particulars of 

our ſufferings, but 1 know it is good to ſuffer, 
It is a diſci fin ine all 0 o through; who make 
any tolerable advance in the ſchool of Chriſt. 1 
could wiſh you to ſeek more after religion than 
comfort. Conſtarit and heart-felt reſignation is a 
bulwark againſt every trial, and a fou dation for 
ſolid peace, . and Joy tranlcendentiy Alf The 
| Whole ſtate of a ſoul made perfect in love ech in 
that one petition, Thy. will bk done; and if we could 
but preſerve that temper which theſe words gets, 
I know not What could Hurt us, Suppoſe bow 
hen 1 firſt wake in A morning 1 ſhould lift up 
my heart, * Lord, 1 bleſs: hey r this 1 
— Which thou haſt given. In this day 1 

* have freſh manifeſtations bt thy win eee 
6. me, either i in comforts or in ſuffering 8. . 
„ am thy creatute, deal with me as it "ſhall" ple 
0 thee : only leave me not to myſelf, but 7 125 

* be ſufficient for * and thy Rrength 
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« made perfect in my weakneſs.” When ſettled ine 
this frame of mind, ſuppoſe my trials to begin. 
am tempted by the perverſeneſs and evil tempers of 
my own family to 1mpatience, to anger; but I im- 

mediately recolle& myſelf, + Lord, it is thy will I 

6; ould bear this; pardon their perverſeneſs, and 

give me to be thankful for every opportunity of 
ol felf-denial and forbearance.“ Af now an- 

ther, and more difficult trial appears. I am to be- 
have to 3 whom I know to be my bitter ene- 
mies, whom I know to be continually watching. 
occations of evil againſt me, as if they were my dear 
friends. Here every faculty of the ſoul is alarmed, 
and nature ſhrinks back affrighted. But what dogs- 
grace ſay ? „ Lord, I thank thee for this glorious. 
« trial! What a bleſſing is it 1 ſhould be itted 
to drink of the ſame cup thy Saviour denn of !: 
« O bleſs theſe mine enemies; fill their hearts. 
„with thy love; let thy will be perfe&ed both in. 
them and me.” This temptation” is conquered, . 
but another and a more trying one tmmediately ſuc- 
ceeds, I am treated unkindly by people I love, 
and who are really my friends. Here my heart is 

wounded, it ſinks, it is ready to- faint: but reco- 
vering itſelf, it reſts upon God, and ſays, Lord; 


- 


even in this, thy will be done; and let the fuf-- 
i ferings of Chriſt be perfected in me, that I may. 
« be allo a partakerof his glory.” In this manner 
one might inſtance in all kinds of affliction, and 
find comfort and ſtrength in each. 7 
I know not how to think'ſo meanly of you, as 
to imagine your heart in danger of being drawn 
away by the world. But I know 1 am always apt 
to ſet you in too high a light, and it may be {6 in 
this cafe, This one thing however I am ſure of, 
that we are fighting for eternity, and this againſt. 
innumerable'enemies, dangerous ones without, but 


far more dangerous ones within, If the Lord him-- 
| D 2 (elf: 
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ab este d on our ſide, how could ve ban 
our ground one moment. To his ranged protecs 
tion teten and m 
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10 the Rev. Mr. $99, 
Dae dr, 


Am, much obliged to you for your kind. concern 
1 on my oblige 3 nk Fe I believe is _ 
troubleſome than dangerous, 3 
mach, which has been — Ar with a ſligh 
I was ill when you and Mr, *** r 
though IL did wah yaw lain, and I looked it as 
a particular bleſſing: for had my ſpirits been in their 
An flow, an event ſo much withed 1 would have too 
much elated me; but my diſosder ſerved to k 
the balance of my mind even. I ſee the 
of God to me in every thing, and therefore feknels 
or health, life or death. are equally welcome to me, 
as coming from the ſame gracious hand. Nature it 

is trut ſhrinks, at ſuffering, but grace triumphs in 
_ reſignation, and is thankful for the diſpenſaion of 
the preſerit moment, without wiſhing ot en 
in regard to the future. But 1 hope Ne 
leſſons of this kind from you next Sunday. Till 
then farewel, and may the fulneſs ns my goſpe> 
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Dear 


Dear Sir, | * 


I judgments of God. upon . are 9 
indeed. I know not what heart * be 
hard enough to hear of them without concern. What 
but the amazing mercy of a long: ſuffering God can 
prevent London from feeling the lame dreadful blow l 
And if God ſhould ariſe to ſhake terribly our land, 
what great reaſon will thoſe-perſons; have to bg 
thankful, whom God has drawn from. all worldly 
ſchemes of happineſs; and fixed their hearts on a .- 
baſis which-can never be ſhaken, though. the eart 
be moved, and the mountains caſt into the midſt 
the ſea? I have been much comforted i in reſpect of - 
the miſeries of others by this ſcri ripture—— i hes. the a 
Judgments of God are — in the es earth, the inhabitants - 
thereof will learn righteouſneſs, If ſuch a bleſſed end is 
produced by theſe ſevere acts of juſtice, have e 
—— even in the midſt of terror io admire. — 
adore ? The whole univerſe ap - + to me to be; ig 
the hand of God as a grain of duſt. in the balance; 
and I, a creature more inſignificant, more worthleſs - 
and Goful than can ,be conceived; am amo the . 
reſt in this almight Shy hand, and all is Safe... My heart 
is b nature pa nfully tender, and yet in the midſt © 
of feeling, a for myſelf or ochers, there is a ſe- 
cret ſatisfaction in my inmoſt ſoul, that God. is glori- - 
ked in every att of his . AL > Whether of ' 
judgment or mercy ;. way know how. to 
torm any other prayer we Thy wi 1 _ 
but wherever you are, may the of all — - 
tion be pom light and your ſhield, and bring you « 
lafe-to that city which LG ek etern dations. 


Lan your ever-obliged friend and ſervant, Sc. 
D 3 B. v. 
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Y * wha roy ne to Mr. fe. when he bad the 
leafure of ſeei I imagine think 
my 115 is is owing n. of which Can by no 
means certain: however the bare probability of ſuch 
1 charge would not be without my immediately re- 
ing on the dangers and temptations that would 
attend, it. A foul FOE really — of attain- 
t re love is exceedingly jealous of 
20 hide that 510 a poſſibility of — Cop it from 
its centre of happ tel og and looks upon any event 
which has his "polible tendency (let the world 
term it bleſſing or misfortune) with a tender anxious 
ol ,I ow can 0 1 — but thoſe who 
ave felt it. is was my ination 
would ſometimes point — 2 which 
might draw my foul down to earth; and this feat 
0 h it never made me wiſh any thing but what 
as the will'of God) would bring the tears to my 
eyes, and cauſe an uneafineſs, which doubtleſs 
ceeded from want of faith. But that God w 
mercies are renewed every morning, ſoon delivered 
me from thoſe fears, and calm peace, perſett re- 
 Kgnation and watchfulneſs e and for this 
fottnight paſt, though I have been in cominual un- 
rertainty whether I ſhould continue in the condition 
JI am thought to be in or not, my mind by the all. 
_ Iafficierit grace of God has been fo equally kept, 
that 1 have not had the leaſt wiſh or choice ef my 
own, but have been equally 
feemed to be the lesdings of Providence concerning 
me. And you eatmot think, what a work of an- 
nihilation this uncertainty has been the means of 
carrying on in my foul, which 1 ſee plainly in the 
nature oſ things could not ſo well have been effected 
; by any other, I never- can be enough thankful for 


the 


1 


70 . 4a wen, ed ... tas «Dd won BD 


eaſed with 3 
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the unſpeakable mercies of God to ſo unworthy a 
creature, My will has been brought into a dead- 
neſs, which I, even a few months ago, ſhould have 
thought almoſt impoſſible ; and I ſee, and have 
ſome foretaſtes of that ſtate which is called the pure 
and difintereſted love of God, in a manner I cannot 


expreſs, my man 
sad be very lad to fee you when your 
affairs will permit, for 1 have not had one help 
from without ſince I ſaw you laſt ; nor have I had 
many of thoſe joys and comforts from within which 
have ſometimes been indulged me; and indeed my 
animal frame would have been too weak to have 
borne them, unleſs God had in a particular manner 
ſupported it : for every faculty of my ſoul has been 
weighed down by continual ſickneſs. I have not 
only been incapable of any outward application, 
but alſo of intenſe thinking or. fervent prayer: but 
in the midſt of this my weakneſs, the ftre of 
God has more abundantly been made manifeſt, that 
I might be abaſed even to the duſt, and his free 
grace exalted; ſo that I well underſtand what St. 
Paul meant, when he ſaid; Therefore will I glory in 
43 in weakneſſes, in diftreſſes, that the power oj 
Chriſt may reſt upon me. But I muſt finiſh this 
— too long letter. Fare wel]! May the dew of 
heaven from above continually refreſh you! _ 


* * 0 
* 


eien 19, 1756s 
Dear Sir, | | | 52S Ee: IQ iq 
neee 

Which I have learnt a very vietul leflon, ws. 


never 


8 44 J. 


_ never to fancy that the Ne circumſtances of 


others would be more a 


myſelf? And then I frequently think, were Ja man 
and in the miniſtry, my time would then be all ſpent 
for God; but now, what an inundation of trifli 
flows in upon me, which it is impoſſible for me to 
avoid, without altogether going out of the world. 

I enter upon the ſubject, on which you bid me 
write with fear and trembling. My abilities are 


. 


really far from being equal to it: 


I dare not do ſo; for I now do really feel the weight 
of it upon my ſoul. Tis a moſt. alarming truth, 
that a miniſter may ſpeak with the tongue of men 

and of angels, 84 that. the power of God may ſo 
- accompany his words as to make them the means 
of n erde thouſande ; and yet for want of duly 
ſearching into his own heart, he may ſuffer it to 
e overgrown. with poiſonous weeds, with te 


and' inclinations which, if unſubdued, will Ats. 


— 


lutely ſhut kim-out . from that Kingdom of glory, o 
which he is leading others. How eaſy for a man 


who is conlinually ſetting forth the glorious truth 

of the goſpel, and inforcin blies of heart and 
life, to imagine (for want of conſtant ſelf- examina - 
tion) that he Aimſelf is What he preaches? This is 


a moſt dangerous ſnare; and therefore how abſo-- 


lutely neceſſary is that retirement which affords 
portunity for a diligent ſearch into the receſſes of 
the heart, and gives the ſou] leiſure to Wait in awful 
ſilence before God, where free from every object 
of ſenſe, and from the workings of imagination, it 
may with all its faculties proſtfate before tile Ettr- 
nal Trinity and feel itſelf to be nothing, and ys 


vantageous to me than my 
own.,. You are ready almoſt. to envy me, my many 
- hours of retirement ; when at the ſame time, I am 
_ continually complaining that I have fo. few, and 
_ often us out, when fhall I have a whole day to 


| | for although 1 
know many Ohriſtians, who would immediately cy 
out, that it needed not one moment's conſideration, - 


be all in all ? But then it may be 
a man who with ſingleneſs of heart fpends and is 
ſpent for the ſervice of God, be fo divine 
grace that his foul ſhall ſuffer no loſs want 
of retirement? Doubtleſs. Where ſincerity ar 
lingleneſs of heart are preſerved, that ſoul 'ſhal 
be defended as with a ſhield. But this I take to be 
the grand temptation of every miniſter of the goſ- 
|: he ſets out aps (though this is not always 


the caſe) with a lingle view to the glory of God 
and the ſalvation of ſouls. The power of God ac- 


companies his words, the hearts of the le 
fall Nrw, him. His reputation dail N 
till at laſt he becomes 
roanded by a croud who for the moſt 
art hear him as an angel of God, their thirſty 
ouls gaſping after the truths he utters. An inno- 
cent and an holy joy fills his heart: Here are 
© fouts that may be won to Chrift, and that by me! 
“Lord, what amazing love, that I who am the 
& leaſt of all thy ſervants ſhould be thus bleſt !”— 
So far all is well, all is happy; but the ſubtle enc- 
my of mankind fo y impreſſes this, by me, 
that a ſelf-complacency, e from the glory of 
God, ariſes in his heart, and this, if not imme- 
— leads him to the brink. of a preci : 
ice. ſil for the ſake of others, continues 


is uſeſulneſs; but every convetſion Which he is 
the means of making is freſh food for his ſell- love, 


and by degrees he becomes ſo dead to the love of 
God, that he preaches even the pureſt doQrines of 
the goſpel, with the fame ſpirit, with which a law- 
er pleads at the bar. But on the contrary, that 
fed fervent of Chriſt who Redfaftly purſues the 
narrow 
in its firſt appearance, and conſtantly refers all the 
good he does or ſpeaks, to the author and giver of 
all good, he ſhall be kept in all his ways, and bleſt 
in all his works, And though his ſoul may * 
| or 


] 
| 
' 


aſked, ſhall not 


ular ; he ſees himſelf ſur- 


who conquers every tifing of ſelf. love 


E 6 1 


for retirement, as thinking he ſhould there enjoy 
a nearer communion with God, and make higher 
advances in the divine life, . this may not perhaps 
. be immediately permitted him: but in ord that 
Bis future crown. may be the brighter, God may make 
kis preſent uſefulneſs a ſure ſign to him, that he ought 
to continue his conſtant labours for others, though 
it ſhould be with much temptation, fear, and 
trembling, / However, this is, very certain, that 
God to a ſervant thus fincere, will point out a plain 
path, either by inward leadings. which cannot be 
miſtaken, or outward providences,—Adieu } Pardon 
the weakneſs of this; let me ſee you the fitſt time 
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Hatever the Spirit of God makes uſeſul to 
VV my heart, either from ſcripture or from ſpiti- 
tual authors, I thankfully receive, and give him che 
4. glory: but I well know there is but one great touch, 
e, by which all doftrines are to be tried; and 
therefore I hope. kind fears: for me} leſt I 

; not .enough. eſteem. the written word of 
| ; are needleſs: I am ſo. far from lng any 
human writer on a footing with this, that I ſcarce 
y read them at all, i. e. in compariſon of my bible. 
I look over ſome fe, but this is very different from 
the manner of reading you recommend; and which 
+ ſtrive by the grace of God to practiſe; nay it 
: would be the greateſt ſlavery to me you can con- 
ceive, if 1, were: obliged; to read many religious 
books; however I return you the ſincereſt thanks for 
"441 ; Ls wt | Aren your 


* „„ 


A 


your care, and beg you will in al! things watch over | 


me with a & godly jeatouly,” But my dear friend, 


could you imagine that I enquired after the fate vf 


our mind according to the common acceptation of the 


word? 1 only defired to Kno what {pititudl bief. 


ſings you had both from without and within, that I 
might ſhare them with you: and this I was em 


boldened to db by the ſweet account you had given | 


in your former letter of the bleſſings you enjoy 
at Briſtols The Lord refreſh your Foul My 
with the rich ſtreams of his redeeming love, and 
may his everlaſting arms be beneath you! I know 
your preſent ſtate of hanging as it were in ſuſpenſe 
berwgen the viſible and inviſible world, is a dif- 
enfation big with divine love; and was I to pra 
for you that prayer which my ſoul moſt loves, it 
would be, “ that you ſtouid lie in the hand of God, 
© as an inſtrument without choice, till the will 
* of: God was perfected in you.” This would be 
the prayer of pure love and enlightened faith; but 
if I deſcended to the tenderneſs of friendſhip, I 
ſhould aſk your ſpeedy recovery. If it Would Be 
given me to ſee you again in in this world of vanity 
and woe, I ſhall be thankful, and perhaps it may 


be ſo: but I know not met hing ſeems to whiſper 


me that the thread both of your Hife and mine is 
nearly-ſpuns Fon my part, I have within ; theſe 
few days had a ſweet call to eternity, by a ſudden 
and violent diſorder in my ſtomach and bowels 


(called according to the faſhionable phraſe 'a'nervovs - 


cholith ) which - ſeems to have ſet me a 
forwards on my journey: happy pain! 
ſenger! O'mytriend, 


— 


The Saviour all-tendernels and-merey; The proba- 
ble approachof death delightful. No ſting remaining. 


No clog upen my ohariot wheels. es too 
from without which I had never before experi- 


enced 


J have nothing but mercies + - 
to tell you of. 80 ſupported Such wondrous ' 
grace ſuch boundleſs love! all ſin and miſery. 


| 


I 
e a being þ kcknefs. The Rev, Mr, ### 


my bed, with ſuch er 
an 20d — y bed, with ſuch. power & 


this burry the Giri?! Does this endanger ? He 
far —＋ it? I proteſt not only my 2 5 
{f, and 


but even my body grew better as he 
not fail to thank 1 my beba 
for me that I may not be — 8 e 
ar May 2 Lord Jeſus preſerve you, — 
in, and make you e ne with 
joy unlpeatable © and full of glory. 


3 Your een aft ind obliged rugs; 
une 7, 


4756. e | * » 
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Tele d mercies of God; do not, 1 be- 
ſeech you, think fo highly of me; it really males 
aſhamed of 0 


myſelf. O that 1 could be lower 


„ errangen rs 


CL 


RET e 


1 7 _ 


its rentivat; Do you 


yourſelf ;*it cannot be; O remember 
path you have often Feta! of eric 
reſigustiom: I Hive conlige you as a pattern to 
me, 5 ok ly tn this.” muſt not think that You 
have any reluQance to bear the cp; it would” 
woutld'h heart too much. Do L not know that 


love above all things?" Do not I know ? 


Ne fincere defires of your foul after holineſs?” And 
is there any Way in the ſpititual life, Which ſo im- 


Happy y ave thoſe to whom'Got gives 
doing much for him, for his c for his ople; 
but * times more bieſſed are yy who fu "ſuffer with 
Chriſt, "Is there a Joy'a abſolute! is that 
of ſuffering. O did 


mediately leads o holineſs, as hes Suffering ? 


cup; with What alacrity ſhould we drink it? 


With what thankfulneſs, nay, with tears of joy, 


ſhould* we cry, Lord, what unbounded mercy, 
what aſtoniſhing is this, to a worm like me; 
that J ſhould be led in this moſt. excellent. way; 
that I ſhould be made to tread in thoſe footſteps 


which are moſt eminently thine ? © Deareſt Saviour, 


ſweet is thy croſs, ſweet is thy thorny crown; thy 


ſtripes, thy wounds, thy pain, more'delightful than 
dof 


roſes, Let other fouls glory in ount Ta- 


bor 5. 
Calvary,\that I may be made confbrmaple to th 
death. Sueh would be the language of à foul tru 
nile of me 
bracing with 
thus unttedd it with its Redeemef. May this be 
the Tagged ge of yout ſout and mine; then ſhall we 
in the fiery trial, and come out as 
gold parified ſeven times! 
* bebe I had im this ilneſs? If can Tcarce be 
call ; when God übt Hora The 
300% E , luſfering 


phval, Dy yo you indeed oh Rep icy Bis b 
ſanRtification rely, ear frien Wiong 
AT "this aße 


e grace 5K 


but! K 5 hi zealth, the 
peace, the uke chat is at the bottom of every bitter 


joy ſhall be to ſtay with thee on Mount 


benefit of füfferiag and em. 
cet complacericy, the crofs, which 


ut after all, what faf- 


|: 


my pain, Jos 
is ſcarce worth 927 mentioning 

your health is returning, 
Ain on this ſide the riVer; 
Pray h . 1 


Len 
5 . 
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a time; and 
| 1 in 9 


knew not hom to 3 Iwell & 
wanner in which, os ay: > 9p 


meant; but you k 
J placency ; and + hough l akien 
it gi 


Praiſe humbles me, y. | 
thow to expreſs, Lhave.s often, heard, 
Seel thaſe words you mention, bu 
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vou a have been.  Hemow Jam to think 


ighty of hoſe] dee 30 T hace ib diſturb- 
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Your * letter is a comfortable earneſt to t 
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fo muck of the l 
1 praiſed} May a 


Jam ſure this experienc 
den manua the — and 1 am equally ſure, 
that thoſe bitter could of are abſolutely neceſſary to 


every foul that woul —_ give- RY to 1 
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w it more eee 
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It ĩs eaſy to talk of the will being. er 
| fallacy up in the will of God, Ae, 

this only: floats as a. notion in the br 
| 25 5 . will . But when Dee 
\ feels, What this implies, that it oy A 1—.— cut 

5 he creature, "i it knows indeed. what it 
to Tote er, then it fights as it were in the. mie + 
the fire. Every the ht muſt be brought, into obe- 

ence to. Chriſt; — God effects this ip the foul / 
as it is able to bear it: ; firſt one trial comes, 5 mi 


* 


2 


another; 17 ſtrikes at love in the age of for 
ther at, ſelf-love, à third at ſpiritual pride; an oy 
fight conrpucg till Eb has brovakit 1 5 abs ha 
OEMs 1 dled captivity. cape; 99d 9 tio 
this ſtate of glorious liberty, who w whu ee th; 
8 ſuffer ? "What a coward muſt he be who, Mou va 


fly froma field of battle, where to die is to con- 

aver? ? O what bleed encouragements has a Chiif 

tian to fig ht manfully! Let us not be weary dr fai 

in our _ j we 10A not yet reſiſted unto, blo 

Kae er fot but 8 us not 41 9 to do it, 
ave we not a ga treads 

of death and hell Pay bis * Bk 125 

vah, l to ſave? And has N 

that he will ſave even to the uttermoſt The way 

we. have to travel is indeed. lon 9 there are 


ons in it; 25 what of that! Jeſus the. ne 


8 Ms us, ane d nothing ſhall hurt us. dS... I 
a 75 Through del. lus we ban allt "mY ings TY Nr 
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we more? Farewel, e peace of N 
wich you, and make your Hou to xeſt on Rim. 
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been the . of enting me 
nding the evening in the 2 fling - 
ou, my dear friend,” Have" 


? connec” but debe that woar- 
agh | cannot but hope that your 
itſelf. in a ſtate of eon. 


il more fully convinced : 
e e and Keen is mere 


ſpirit, 2 — RET. 


ven me 
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world calls 
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devious is thts N, ready to hear. than we to pray: 


think' with what 
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ſiame j „elosthed with the ſame glorious 
- . and ſha | be admitted to fit down at the lame oy 
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My dear; Friend, th Mets bo at lugs on 


F 
Am rejoiced and bleſs God, that your mind was. 


in ſo happy a ſtate, while your ſoul was in ihe 
midſt of folly and confuſion. Lou obſerve, very 
juſtly, that thoſe diverſions, are abſolutely unfit 4 5 
>= who is ſeeking lags. AR 
more contrary, to tha ſpirit e 
what the morld calls palite Wie hat can 
be more abſurd than for one who, 2 — to be a 
Chriſtian, who defiresthe mind which was in Chr, 
who are E N R ich alone 
Can ur in the heart true humility dmecknels, 
=_— to the world, conſtant refignation to God, 
eee to do his will: what — 
is * for ſuch a (in all the extravagance. 
of dreſs). to 5 ſwimmigg or. ſkipping 4 
ode wiſhing to draw the attention a 
wiration of the. moſt vile and profligate 
human ſpecies?, What abſurdity for ſuc yo nn 
as this to ſit in that houſe; which is as much Cones) 
do the devil;as the. reb is to God, for three hours: 
together, o hear: ities at which à virtuous. 
ee eee af r- 
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of the people, who'do,theſe; things. whether they 


are Chriſtians, nineteen of them will anſwer, they 


them ? Or if they are not now quite ſo good as they 
ought to be, they hope to be better by and by l 
But can a ſoul which truly ſceis after ſalvation. do 
theſe things? No certainly. And when the Spirit 
of God has wrought in a Gal 

nities it uſed to delight in, it has reaſon to. rejoice 
indeed, What greater mark of the love of God to 


this hatred of the va- 


us, than his having thus drawn us to delight above 
all things in himſelf? If we love a friend, we de- 


fire and ſtrive that this friend may return our love 
and joy and delight in us: and amazing condeſcen- 
ſion! will the creator of all things viſible and in- 

viſible, the God who called angels and archangels 


for no more. Adieu. un deere 
. N 
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ſeek him ?— Heavineſs may endure for à night, 


but joy cometh in the morning. There certainly is 
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vineſs: when a-fouÞ + 
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Rad his lee,. beams withdrawn, how pain 
ful, ho navy darknels! This is indeed 
aun at , but when ts joy 
turns, what peace happineſs!" Lock, 

dear, ou the material fun, o 47e b ih 8. 
etestien around 5 you is- brightened. and gladdored 
u He! Mines and be affiired; that on your 
+ earneſt ſeeking after Chriſt, he.will in like manper 
ſhine again on your fonl, en 
u of hi ee es — 
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ifs, ta? 

vety glad, dear, that- mind is in 
25 5 kh, py a . — #4 
den fanke rte of all the world calls 
and defirable. The love of God and the love'of 
- the world; joy Greſile te to each other; and 
therefore St. any man love the world, the 
done of the F. e this is a ſure rule to t 
ourſelves by. We may talk well, and aR well i 
ſome outward things, nay be zealous for the 
genuine dofrines of the goſpel; yet all this while, 
i the love of the world remains in our hearts, we 
2 certain we are no Chriſtiams. I fear 
have not much opportunity but ſes 
your letter you 7 | uſe of that you' 
have; e 2 — — 
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N ee e- CY Nd four 
at yinw ie th Bad T Ga 
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— fee I think rather ta 
8 f | 1 | vo; advance 
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advance than go — Give God the glory ! For | 
whatever of good is in you is all from his free and 29 
boundleſs mercy; and ceaſe not conſtantly to fight N A 


in the To your Redeemer, againſt every 


and fear not he will ſet you free, take off the 55 
heavy burden. ain of, a. | 
ha perf. e eee RE 
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ov tell wks PER that! your p ee 
Y ſtate of me, ew, to your choughty& 1 
ay de een bes: ut car 
9 a little Fs tell we i 11775 N 

one your thoughts: are 


fixed, and which ls yo your Greater, in your heart? 


much fear this is the caſe: and if fo, you will fing 
it very difficult to conquer. But Jet not any diffi». 

culty —_ you from ſtriving to 4 pluck 4 

this right eye and caſt it from you "og pu 

God is foes for you, vis ftres gthis madeper 

in your weakneſs; oe 4 2 bitch 

ſoon as ever you. ven up wut tal, the un 1 

of ri Sega wilt 6 again ariſe N. your ſoul win 

5 — in his wings; * God of merey will again * 
be known by you, as your reconciled Father in 3 | 3 
Chriſt ; and the bleſſed Spirit will lead and guide, 1 


and fill you with that peace which paſſeth allundere \| | 
ſtanding ; Arend yen t walle fn tho ordinances 19 
Eu. Tue "TIE: uni A ahi 4 1 | | ; 
A na ietonk } 4 
Tueſday Morning - ' N e! 4 
for a, ji 
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In that of my own, and L hope 
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: regard to his 
E er. but What is all this to the -purpoſe? Or 
pr — you ought to give 
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— ; God will tz — 
more and more by his grace, {o that you 
rake every thing for him, Above all herb 


our own will; let this conſtantly. be the: 
of Moſs get Id, not * W. 
rl due n 
rejoice 1 * every 
ht into this worl 


| hieh our 
t fit r e Li * 


that C hriſt 1 == 
r that 

hotly wo. SOL? IS 2 4 
More ye > wil ccnrainl IL 


It. 7 1 Ee A 


1 1475 


I a e ben gif 10 


My dew Friends. berg 150 ; 


Nix 


9 * 


Habe tead Mr, B. 8 laws, pear) think it ES 
— pretty; the ſtile is eaſy and flowing, the 

guage ſoft and „ the ſentiments he. ex- 
end and yourſelf, very 


FO 
: 


WD. c 


ener. cf... a a. 2. M4 - 


— ceremon ies and opin 
chis ſpirit ( ſuppoſe 


t 1 4 5 
8 hi have found foo © y 
—_ benchcial to your in orxderto-make 

wife for Mr. C. 7 It is true there 2c 
veral adert ions in Mr. B.'s letter, de to ſhew 8 
E of your „ premiſe ? 
bt aſſening and 2 are two ; Whats 1 
ever has the. appearance; of unn ic this litter 1 48 
„ I ns, ho. reduced. the dent: | 0 
2 — rormay | 
har 2 10 i 
Alte, 24% . That in the church of - Eng 22 
ſoul may find every er 


thing neceſlary 
he h rot” cos of fa r 
Me. We gh grees =_ 


and gthly../That 9 1 
— — with him weill hurt Mr. 0; 
— his temporal intereſt, and in his character 
R I had conceived! of 
Mr. B. was very lrig ined him actuated by 
mat ſpirit of univerſes. love, — is the firſt and 
ruling principle of every ſoul that is horn of God 
and I make no doubt but this is his real character 
ES to incline to 1 
ind bp 1 4. the Chak, 2, 
2 for the cry of: fk 

— — 'butwhatis.h ſhemore than 
ane of the maſt ung af thoſe many di- | 
vihons into hich the univealal church is-broken? 
And thexefore 4 ſeparation from her, though;caules.. - | - 
leſs, og; from miſtaken motives, 1 | 

be called mak ing a ſchiſm in the cb | 
For my part (hut I ſpeak it with ſubmiſſion 0 Mr. 4 
B,'s judgment): I apprehend that che only real and 19 
dangerous ſchiſm, is the want of that ſpirit of kee, bh 0D (+ 
«hichmakevarm ice in whatever.is. good and e- A. 
cellent in eople of all: denominations,” and ready | * 
to recei vo goad emen of Wr eras 1 f 
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church of England) inay not be allowed ſoivietimes. 


d hear a miniſter among the Preſbyterians, or any 
ether ſeR, if they find this "miniſter's preaching 
bleſt to their ſouls,” I cannot imagine. What 8. 
Paul:ſays in regard t giving offerice ti weak bre. 
thren, is often quoted to prove What it has nothing 
to do with ; for St. Paul ſurely does not meaty that 
be neglected thoſe things which were profitable to 
his ſoul, for fear of giving offence to the weak, but 
that he refrained m outward things (ſuch as 
making difference in meats, &c.) Which he, as 
ſtrong in faith, knew to be wholly indifferent, leſt 
His example ſhould tempt thoſe who Were weak'to 
do things by | which their conſciences might be 
wounded. As to Mr. B.'s ſecond a1 t, in 
one ſenſe of it, I heartily agree wih him: the ho- 
milies, the articles, and liturgy of the church of 
England, doubtleſs do contain all the doctrines ne- 
deſſary to faith and holineſs. But alas, how little 
are theſe doctrines regarded either in presching ot 
practice by the generality of her miniſters? Let 
any one Who has the leaſt degree of ſeriouſneſs, 
_ 38 COR _ London, will he not 

e the for the moſt part repeating an exce}- 

= er of wy rumen juſt r 5 
and the miniſter giving forth doctrines from 
-pulpit, as directly contrary to thoſe prayers as dark- 


neſs is to light. This is ſo plain a matter of fact 


that it cannot be contradicted; and it is as notori- 
dus, that whenever any miniſter in the church of 

England begins to preach her real. doRrines, and 
live up to ber precepts, he is immediately called a 
Methodiſt. This name is given to him as a re- 


roach, but as it comes upon him for ſpeaking the 
| — is in · fact Slory + Roſs ſince Chriſt was 
upon the earth, real Chriſtians have had a nick- 
mame: but ſurely no one who is ſmcerely bent to 
follow him can regard this : I doubt not but Mr. B. 
Aimſelf is called a Methodiſt, ui I now come 


CITI) | 
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to Mr. B. 's third. argument, that moſt dreadful 

charge laid againſt Mr. W. that he is a ſeparatiſt; 

This charge has been, repeated over and over again, 

but bas never yet been. clearly, proved. If four, 

walls, with a ſteeple and, hells, was the, church of - 

England, Mr. W. might with ſome ſhadow gf rea- 

ſon. be ſaid to have ſeparated from it; becauſe he 

ſeldom preaches in theſe „ but this is no 

fault of his, for he will. gladly. h in any of 

them, when their reſpecti ve miniſters will let him; 

and he was never denied preaching in what iscall- 

ed a church, till he ſtrongly inſiſted on that dofirine. 

for which the martyrs of the reformation laid down 

theii lives, and which is. the very fundamental doc- 

trine of the church of England, jufification by faith. 

Any one who would Mr, W,'s Apron with 

a ſincere and impartial ſpirit, would I believe be 

fully conyinced that thjs charge againſt him could 

not ſtand. As to the hurt 4 acqual 

with Mr. W. might do to Mr. C. in bis tem 

intereſt, it depends 22 upon himſelf. If he 

preaches 10 his people ſmooth things and propheſies 

deceits,, if he joins, with them in their innocent amuſe- 

mente, Which lulls fouls aſleep, and keeps them in 

an utter ignorance of their fall and their. redemptzon 

| till they awake jn a miſerable eternity; go you 

WH where you, will, not a dog will move its tongue 

againſt him, nor will the generoſity, of his pariſh- 

ioners be in the leaſt abated towards him; and all 

they ſay of him will only be, Poor man! what. a 

pity that, ſuch, a good · nat fort of a man 

ſhould have ſuch a ſad wife. Bur do i think. Mr. \ 

C. will act in his manner? No, certainly I do f 

not. I verily believe, from what you yourſelf have 

ſaid of him, that he intends to prove himſelf a true 

miniſter of Chriſt, that he will boldly and earneſtly | 

call ſinners tq..repentance, and that his liſe and 

converſation will be wholly agreeahle to his preach- 

ing: "age if this is the _ though you were never 
ö e 
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Methodiſt, the greateſt part of his gee brag 
would cry out againſt him, and im all probahih 
their generofity towards him would rextty 

got yo 


So that conſider the affair in what 
your being acquaimed with Mr. W. 9 — 

rally hurt Mr. > And 8 of this 
acquaintance caſting a're h on 
miniſtry; is quite Nees for? it Ne to de 
poſed, if Mr. C. be the man you can approve of 
a huſband, that you will leave his ch When he 
himſelf preaches, to go after any other miniſte} 
whatever; and whatever you may do at this time 
at proper opportünities, will T doubt ot” be 
guided by chſtian prudence, chat he as 4 good and 
pious man cannot reafonably N. = it. But a 
preſent you and Mr. C. know "uy ittle of Preset cb 
Other, and he certainly had no righ 
terms as theſe to Vain till he Bed ven 2 — 

opportunities of jud 8 Hs h 
5 were Wehe y 1 of 
For my part, ede J ces jodg fi vat 
1 believe him io be a good anda . 1 pom 
wot You, | Ti 


I heartily wiſh him } and that 
ean be brought about witout out your doing any th 6 
to wound your conſcience, In the mean time, 
ther this affair is ever concluded upon or not, fre- 
quent cbpverſing together in "the ſpirit 'of 'hriſti- 
Ger we ehe to both: and” Row is it 
offible a direct anſwer tb'a man, 
till you Nv in eee eaſure nied with him, 
and can judge of his temper and di $7 1 
quite gelen with the foftneſs and affection for 
you with which you'pappa mentioned this affair to 


me laſt night; if you f be thing of my writing 
' to you, et my Ta Him ke 
with love to Mils - webe _ 4, vg py 
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ee r. W. again,” Nr C, would be e 
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JOIN with me in proifing che free grace und 5 
| mercy of God, Which has ſo wonderfully diſ- 
played itſelf in your foul ! I don't know N 1 
letter moſt aſtoniſhed. or me 
this 1 am ſure of, that I dom t know: how e 
to expreſs m thankfnlnes to God in your cough 
The means weak 100} Nothing but a book: put: 
imo'your hands, Which thouſands might/have read: 
withoutregarding it. No examples of vital religion, . 
no one to urge ot ent you to ſeek redemp- 
non! But the Almighty can indeed work by the 
weakeſt! meats, and the pooreft in ſtrumemis; no- 
thing is too hard for the Lord and Of may he per- 
fe& the work he has begun h. O gracious and ever- 
bleſſed Redeemer, continue 'thy: mercy to this bro» 
ther of hay ſbubs bonvince-hich more and more of 
leren par ger ev 2 ey e © 
lute juſtification 10 
hich Heels 3; grant him redemption go he 
thy loss the fo eſs of fins, . ere bs 
77 of thy mY him with all pea | 
| in believi -grve him 10 Gf in 
e rr chore rh i thy 
and in the end to that eternal glory hereafter, 
which thou haſt-purchaſedſorthoſe w wholovetheedd — , - 
Amen, Amen. n 1339 
N Tee ve e es vending the eee 3 
The only preparation required of us is repentance, 
faith, and eee Cod and all mank ind. 
I would adviſe you to read immediately Mr. Law's 
tothe Plain Actount, a cram; 1h 
vit 9 1¹0 bs 7 Va: BL :157 29: we: whe 
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T6 3 
the Lord's Supper: this will explain the. nature of 
this bleſſed ordinance to you better than any book 
I know of, I have wrote out a little catalogue of 
books which I make my conſtant ſtudy, and which 
I hope will be yours, always. remembering, that 
the bible is to be eſteemed by us' infinitely. beyond 
any human compoſitions, let them be ever io ex- 
cellent. Other s I ſhall oecaſionally recom- 
mend, to you, as they benefit my on mind, or 
are proper for the ſtate of yours. As to forms of 
prayer in your private devotions, you have no oc- 
calion for them, nay. they would only be a means 
of. keeping back your ſoul in its progreſs towards 
the ſpiritual life, the life which is hid with Chriſt 
in Cod. Pray from your on heart. There is n 
need of elegance of expreſſion, or donnoction, 
make a prayer acceptable. to God. The deſire o 
the heart is its prayer; and that once ſincerely turm 
edo God, will certainly receive an anſwer at pi 
When you: firſt awake, ſtrive to fix your mind.im- 
mediately on God: let the firſt bock 5 e 
the New. Teſtament, there read, not ſey el chap- 
ters, but juſt ſo much as you find will be feed df, 
fieient for preſent meditation. If the faſt: verſe 
you read particularly affetts you, don't diſſipate the 
_ 14ea hy reading further, but cloſe the book, 


let chat verſe have its full effect „ 


When you fall on your knees before the Almighty, 
recollett the dangers and temptations: you are moſt 
likely to fall into that day, and particularly to 


be kept by the grace of God in each of them, 
. Les er for power over the ſin hich moſt 
eaſily beſeis you. But above all thiogs ſtrive in 
vour morning and evening prayers to gain the moſt 
lively ſenſe of your own 2 nay to feel that 
you are even worſe. than nothing, that vou ape by 


your fallen nature ſold under fan, and deſer Ving no 


thing at the hand of God but eternzi puniſhment; 
and when your kn is:deeply impretied with ay 
F d TY oc g con 
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conſideration, then look to the Lamb of God whi 


taketh away the fins of che world. There ſee 
power by which your fallen apap 1 be en, 


e 


all ſin: there ſes th 
you, and ſtzain, 22 op YR 
ay bold opt 
Spin apy ill aſſiſt "at > theſe 

_ The 985 itlelf, Paul, 
maketh — jc een courſe of the 
enſuing — ane 2 al occurrences, ſtrive to 22 | 
Lie heart i e a.it 2 always . * 

to , even * hurry of 
15 ig Leng and no one be. of it 
wy And be ſare, my daar, never to 
| omit al uſe, of any opportunity of doi _y 
| which falls in your way, either to the bodies ot 
of your fellow-creatures.—At night follow the ms - 


rule as in the morning ; only examining, 


you beg the protection of Cod for the night,.. ev 
ation of the what good you have dove, 
what 6 ln pol tag +7 faults a e 

of, what, mercies. you. have reogived, and a | 
wh addreſs you f 10 the Father 

have time to ſay no-more. at p | 
to write to me, Ng 200 


A not t pray 
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1 66 } 
prefible. - O may you, by the aſliſting grace race of 


God, continue Sh ne Hon» way you ate now in, 
1 


and till preſs forward to higher degrees of faith and 
love, But, my dear, you mult not think tos highly 
of me: I am one of the moſt unworthy objects of 
the free mercy of God. I ſtand more; perhaps, in 
need of your prayers than you of mine; yo muſt 
too pray for me, and we muſt both ſtrive to increaſe 
and ſtrengthen each other. I ſhould be glad to 
know whether you, laſt night, notwithſtanding the 
diſagreeable manner of the preacher, recetve 
comfort and ſatisfactiom from what he ſaid: TownT 
did: his words {under all theſe diſadvantages) raiſed 
and ſtrengthened me in a remarkable mannere I wiſh 
it had been the ſame*with you all; but your expec- 
tations were ſo highly raiſed by the name of , that 
an angel would hardly have ſatisfied them: and thus 
ſhall we be always diſappointed, if we look more 
at man than God. The moſt famous preacher, 
let his eloquence, his manner, his doctrine be 
ever ſo near perfection, can never make the ſoul 
taſte the world” of ſalvation, unleſs the Spirit of 
God accompanies and inforces his hing. And 
the ſame bleſſed Spirit can make the words of the 
meaneſt, the moſt deſpicable, the m6ſt 8 
able preacher of the goſpel, effettual to awaken, 
to convince, and to comfort. But in order to our 
reaping theſe benefits, we muſt hear with fincerity 
and with fingleneſs of intention; not ing; to 


bade ohr outward ears and eyes delighted, but de- 


- firing the fincere milk of the word, to nouriſh and 
 Arengthen ous ſouls, _ Would it de. the higheſt 
madneſs to throw away the water of life, becauſe it 
was brought to us in an earthen veſſel? Solomon 
lays * To: the'himgry {*/ every bitter thing 1s 
 * ſweet.” So to the ſoul which really hungers a 
thy/ts after Chriſt and his righteouſneſs; ths 


— 
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of the of penck Tet the voice Which procliins 
goſpel of peuck ie 2 — 


[6 1 
you and I, my dear %, always find it ſo 10 ur 
May that bleſſed Redeemer-in whom' we. have 
beact, be dearer to us than light, than life, than 
any;thing we can form to our imagination either 
here or hereaſter! In dangers, in difficulties, in 
temptations, may we ſtill look to him as our defence, 
our deliverer, our ſtrength,” He is all in 41 
throughout the oracles of God, both in the Old and 
New Teftament by wy 2 be all in all OY fouls ; 
may we walk by his fight, conquer is ſtrength; 
and in the end be joyful partakers 5 fm — 2 | 


# 


ing felicity which he has prepated ſor thoſe that 

love yoo This is * wiſh and prayer of: 
6G e 1:63 | r | 19 1 offs 
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2 Ane NK 1 at Saturday the 17th. 
1 Received my deareſt , Jong letter, and have 
more and more reaſon indeed to be thank ful to 
God on your account, O how my foul exults 
in your happineſs; in your increaſe in faith, and 
love to Chriſt: —Your converſation with the captain 
| delights me; no doubt but he rejoiced over you 
there you ſee the true chriſtian ſpirit. The advies 
he gave you is excellent: O may we be both ena> + 
bled-to follow it! Thoſe who forſake all fo — 
will certainly find alien Chriſt.— As to 4 woulc 
adviſe you to try firſt to raiſe in him à dee to re- 
ceivetheſacrament, before you perſuade him to rec 
it: and be earveſt at the eof grace on hiebebll 
ade uſe of; but it 


All probable means are to by | | p 
— pirit of God alene who can convidce'of fm. 
101} 2 | ' . F 'of 1 


2 


eh 
* ; * 


of a lady in Ar who led what is 
called an innocent life, Mr. *** attended her, and 
all his endeavours to convince her were in vain : 
her anſwers were, ſhe. had not made 
«ſuch a ſhew of religion as ſome others, yet ſhe 
had done her duty, &. 
deluſion of all, this blindneſs is the moſt dreadful 
ſtate in which a ſoul'.can: launch inte eternity 
Can you and I be ever enough thank ful to that God 
who. has opened our eyes to fee the things which 
make for our peace ? Was our whole life to be one 
continued act of praiſe, it would be nothing in com. 
pariſon.to the bleſſings we have received; nay even 


the eternity, which we ſhall ſpend” in continual 


praiſe, is not enoygt Fully to expreſs all we owe 

7 our redeeming G «hel bees, how much is com- 
rehended in this word! and how ſweet does it 
ound to a ſoul ſenſible of its wants! May that 


thetic prayer my dear *** has made for me be heard, 


then ſhall I experience that fulnels of 

for which I long ! Then ſhall I indeed be- intirel 
dead to the world, and fin, and live only to Chr, 
All this unſpeakable happineſs I as fincerely wiſh to 


the brother of my foul a0 myſelf; , e 
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is is the moſt fatal 
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„ T8 if 
ume of your life convince you of fin, and give you 08 
to know that you have on Chniſtl 

How might you have plunged into all the follies and 

vices of yout2, and laid up a large ſtock for future 

and bitter repentance, had. not the free and; un- 

bounded grace of God diſplayed its in your 

boul! O continue earneſtly io ſerk till more and 

more of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Think not becauſe 1 
you have had a ſenſe of the pardoning love of God | 
that you are to reſt here; no, ſill ſeek ſor ſteſm 

evidences of his love to your ſoul; preſs forward 

with unwearied diligence towards the mark of your. 

high calling of God in Chriſt: Jeſus ; ſeek and ſtrive 

to gain the abiding witneſs of the Spirit ; ſtrive. for 

that perfect rene wal of heart by which you my 

ſay, © It is no more I that live, but Chriſt liveth 

% tn me,” —You tell me you was aſſaulted, ſome 

days aſte you had this clear ſenſe of the mercies of 

God in Chriſt Jeſus, with doubts and fears. When- 

ever you are attacked in this manner again, arg 

thus with.,yburſelf:—* This peace and joy whi 
«1 felt,. this ſenſe of - ſorgiveneſs ſeemed. to me to ; 
be the work of God upon my ſoub: but was it 
really ſo? Might not a warm imagination de: 
e ceive me, or might not the great enemy of ſouls 

+ transform bimſelf into an angel of light, in order 

4 to dull ine into u fatal ſecurity 7 But have I not . 

an, ipfallible rule to judge by, whether this work 
« was of God? What weile the fruits it produced? 
Did. I upon this grow. more. careleſs and remiſa 
* Was my mind up with ſpiritual pride? D 
% allow libestios Which before I was afra 
to take Or did I, on the contrary,: watch Bl | 
more diligently againfl. the "moſt diftant..apr. 
5: proaches of ſim . Did I. find increaling Fw 

% over fins of the heart, as well as outward fin? 

Did I findin me a fil deeper ſenſe of my nn 

© nothingneſs and ihe alliſufficiency of wy Re: 

i deemen,,and a large increaſe. of the love o nw 


- 


- 
* 
r — — E 


1 4 . 
nnd all mankind? I theſe were the happy fruig 
„ of this evidence, E t ihn 


* ork n | 
ln this manner, my dear; if Ol iowa 
the bleſſed Spirit 


- yourlelf, begging 3 
winding and e 


to enable you to ——— 
- bf your heart, you can — ram. be 
| by the ſhield of. faith to 4 all the 
. Gery darts of the devil. 1 thank you for your af. 


be able 
feRionate prayer for me (may — all thoſe 
bleſſings double on your ae 6 pared 


4 |; 
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1 eee eee * 999. on? 
for the weather was fo extremely tt l 
th would multe the heſt of your 'why to 


. / Ihave read your letter with 
and you wilt continue thus dihgently to ex- 
_ e ſtate of your own mind: and that on 


— og you will nd an increaſe of that 
6 © rears which ——— fein e. ie) — chat 


123 — an real You made 


tween Chriſtians and the world now; that there 
was 1 pres our bleffed maſter ſaid, yer ng 
u not of the world, therefore the world hateth 
And how ought our hearts to exult with prai 
_ thankſgiving, when we catt-ſay, we are not of the 
- world / What unſpeakable happitieſs Will it be * 
us to be found (when our Redeemer comes 
1 * . not aſhanieck &f 


1 3; 


in this © adulterous and perverſe generation?” Is 
ny thing too much to ſuffer when animated by the 
pes of having theſe glorious words to 
oe Come ye bleiſcd,” Ae. enn | 
* am now 2 aunt , who is in 
great aſfliction for the Joſs dl poor Nit. C. Ser 
my dear , how lite all that 1 | 
world avails, when God is to lay his hand 
upon us l Here was youth, 2 — friends 
but how as in a moment, was the of all 
theſe cut off! and by dreadful di 
be the of loathſome worms! Alas, how 
is that Fweet ſmile which once ſat upon her coun- 
tenance, nom / changed to ghaſtlineſs ! How are 
her fine features and delicate complexion now be- 
come even horrible to behold ! O that ſome 
beauty would mg and conſider what ſne ber- 
ſelf muſt one day. 
t 


STS 


nr 


deemer, thy grace is all-ſufficient, and thy mer- 
cies infinite! Is it not now e rnd: 
Were not all thoſe helps afforded her by 
leſs love Which even ——— om jr 
friends” denied her 7 O had I but ſeen — 
ing in the love of God, and filled with 
pects of a bleſſed eternity; how. would my al 
atture ? How would my 


have 
heart have dilated itſelf with the glorious thought, 
that my friend was delivered from the gilded ſnares 


that ſurrounded her, and gone to ſure and 
ed happineſs ! And even now 


Tan with all affftion your faithful ſand,” ? 


| 


— obliged to you 
# T1: firſt fide of it noir your kr, 
deen fo accuſtomed to ſee you — 10 gab — 


have need to watch and pray always, and more 


to be at peace with you. When we ure bleſſed with 


We — ry pa to danger from han grand 
tempter, Who is always watching over, us for 


— 


ſceek it: therefore, now the free grace 


not ſuffered you to be tempted above hat you were 
2 way for you to eſcape: and 1 hope this trial will 


rejoicing in God, that the very mention of weak 
faith alarmed me; but thanks be to God; who has 


able to bear, but has with the alſo made 


be a means of making you ſtillmore watchful. You 


eſpecially at thoſe times when your enemies ſeem 


the light of God's countenance, and have power 
over the fin which moſt eaſily beſets us, we- are 


very apt to be off our guard; and by being ſecure, 


evil; and if we take not care to keep the loving qe 
of our mind conſtantly fixed on that God who is 
always watching over us for good, we muſt 

Here all our — areas, but God will not 

us this ſtrength unleſs we carefully aua — ooo 
— of; God has 
again raiſed you up, be doubly careful in ever 


Kere renner rr, ES 


thought, word; action; — — 0 
merciful Redeemer will be ever re 
you hen you call upon him. That his —— may 

daily abound in r heart more Ie more, is the \ 

| mex 277 i e 
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; My dear ITY ; 6.51 


ou ar t A 1 1 
ght contri veto call, though it were but ſor 
half an nt — I am glad you heard Mr. %,; for 
to hear him and to prft, to a fincere ſoul, is the ſame 
ching. I thank 900, that you are in ſo happy 

2 ſtate of mind and yous ſoubſo charmingly alive to 
God 1 that you ſeem ſo much in love with — 

and ſo eagerly: proſſing after it in all its branches: 
depend upon it, for every degree of holineſs" you © 
gain here, you will alſo gain a new degree of hap- 
pineſs boch — heveafter. The nearer the ſoul 

zs to the image of Chriſt; the more it will love him, 

and the more/it will be loved by him, and by the 
Father through him: and this love is the h = 
felicity both of faints. and angels. Imperf 

degree) as ittis here below, the foul: that — is 
would not < it for all that earth or heaven 
could give. And what then muſt it be above in 

the kingdom of eternal glory! where the ſoul, de- 
kvered from this earthly clog, will have no bin- 
drances of obſtructions to the pure love of Gun 

but will bewholty ſwallowed up in it. 

- Your * gave m am account of your yeſterday's 
converſation,» I con te you that you can ſo 
boldly” and! judiviouſiy too, ſpeak for the truth. I 


pray rn good word and f 
weinen, 


n e 
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5 1222 you many thanks for your letter, | Juſt 
L before I received it 1 was thinking of you, and 

to tell you the truth, with ſome fear (occaſioned 
by your long abſence) either that you were grown 
cold to me, or, what was infinitely worſe, were 
grown cold to the ways of God, But your letter 
diſpelled all my fears, and I rejoice and give thanks 
to our heavenly Father for his great and- manifold 
. mercies to your ſoul ! — I wiſh I could have ſeen: 
ere alone in your laſt illneſs, but that you 
now was impoſſible: however, the ſmall time I 
was with you gave me the utmoſt ſatisſaction, and 
I cannot be enough ſenſible of the goodneſs of my 
God, that I (weak and unworthy as I am) ſhould 
be made an inſtrument of ſuch * increaſe of comfort 
to you. Had you then died, you would-doubtleſs 
now be ſinging praiſes to God and the Lamb; but 
as you are ſuffered to continue longer upon earth, 
it is to this end, that you ſhould approve yourſelf a 
faithful ſervant to God, in the midſt of thiscrooked 
and perverſe generation, that you ſhould ſhine as 
light in the world, and by ſpending yourlelf in the 
ſervice of God here, — capacity of hap- 
pineſs hereafter, God is merciful to you in a pe- 
culiar manner. To be kept as you are, When ſo 
much engaged in buſineſs, and with ſo few-oppor- 
tunities of attending the means of grace, calls for 
the utmoſt gratitude; therefore let no occaſion 
aſs of ſhewing your love to that Redeemer, who 
Fas thus ſaved you from ſin and the love of the 
world. All ybu can do, is by far too ſmall a return 
for fuch unbounded goodneſs. Your preſent ſtate 
of mind is a glorious and happy one 1 but 
yy | y | — 
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ſuffer not yourſelf to be off your watch for one mo- 

ment, for Satan is always „ hurt a ſoul 

that is thus happily eſcaped from his ſnare. But 
ur certain help lies in Chriſt; keep therefore 

the eye of the mind fixed upon him, and you will 

ſtill go on conquering and td conquer, n 


2 2* 
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My dear MY 


I AM delighted with the rules. you have laid 
for your condutt: you muſt conſtantly look up to 
God for grace and ſtrength faithfully to prallile 
them. I rejoice in ve to your Redeemer. 
and be aſſured, the er you live the more you 
will be convinced that this is your only ſure refuge 
and laſting happineſs, In regard to your going io 
often to **® lake the following advice : Shun, as 
you would poiſon, every. thing that you find a 
means 3 you leſs alive to God, Life is 
ſhort, _ We have agreat work to do, and God only 
knows how few of thoſe hours, which are ever on 
the wing, may be given us to do it in. Therefore 
loſe not a moment. Remember a. Chriſtian cannot 
ſtand ill; he muſt go either forwards or back- 
wards; and if you have not made ſome advances 
towatil heaven ſince the clock ſtruck laſt, you have 
gone back towards the contrary road. Keep this 
conſtantly in your mind; particularly in your viſits. 
May the peace and love of God be ever with 

| Ge you, 


5 6 
vou, en at 6 eee n ene 


ern * 
Your « raft; 


Ro 3: 21 


To Miſs 2 $ * We TAL 


Mir 
1 dear Friend, | Sutdg 3 b. 


Have juſt time enough to with that oo ou 

may — day 2 and that 
found by you in all is pps 0 T's 
love ma i 2 more and more ſhed abroad 
heart? And this it certainly will de, if you 
cloſely with him, and n not wie hp Ae lien 
to lead you from : 8 0 
ſtrive continuall Ke ee reconen; 
communion wi 844 Iknow the u aol 
manner in which you will. be emplo 10 0 his a 
non; but this bell not Made dur heart rok 
being with your Saviour, he will ſupport and com- 
fort you, Take care that vo wr Fry ogy making 
"obſervations either on the pe1 79 or 
drefs of your viſitors : : four ae ies in 
together, are in the utm dange 5 from is 


and depend upon it, it is as tir to iti 
X love as lying or or ſeating. ad, Y + N 
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My dear Friend, © a 
] Have been thinking, ſince I ſaw you, of all the 

- ſnares to which you are going to be expoſed, . 
and I ſincerely pray that God may protect you in 
every danger, and hold up your goings in his paths. / 
But in © i 


er to gain his gracious protection, you 


muſt take the greateſt care that you do nothing to 
ieve his bleſſed Spirit, and cauſe him to depart 
m you. And this any ſinful compliance will cer- 
tainly do: therefore When you are deſired to do 
any thing unbecoming a Chriſtian, fear not (young 


as you are) to bear your teſtimony for God againſt | 
| an evil word. But do it in the ſpirit of meekneſs; 


and if by this means you draw upon yourſelf the 

appellations of whimfical, obſtinate, and ridiculous, 

look upon the reproach as matter of rejoicing, and 

as adding a greater luſtre to the crown you will 

hereafter receive. There is one temptation, which 
at your is peculiarly an von and that is a. 
deſire of being thought handſome. You muſt be 
ever on your watch againſt this; for it will raiſe a 
thouſand tempers in your ſoul, as contrary to the 
mind which was in Chriſt as darkneſs is to light. 
There is nothing which is a greater counter-poiſon : 
to this deſire, than bringing the mind to be con- 
tented, nay even to rejoice,” that another ſhould | 
outſhine us. Let Miſs ＋1— by which 
you acquire a conqueſt over this firſt-born of female - 


ride: ſet yourſelf every day to take delight in her 


auty, to wiſh for its embelliſhment, and to be 
moſt pleaſed' when ſhe appears to the greateſt ad- 
vantage. If when you read this you colour, and 
cry, * Dear! what can ſhe mean? This is vaſtly - 
odd PF” I IN 7 Id ce is ſomething in 


3 your « 


N 


| r 

your heart which makes the advice I have given 
highty neceffary; and fait not, as you” prize” your 
peace of mind and increaſe of grace, 42 t it in 
prattice. We ſhould enjoy much mart of light 
of God's countenance, and of that pe which 


attend to, 


ed — 


guarding you againſt all that may hinder your being 
made e nne 


hy 
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1 Thank you, my love, for wrizing- to me, and 
rejoice that-you.are happy. God never fails tg 


peer thoſe that call upon him, and is gracious above 


all that we can either aſk or think. 1 17944 ills 
nels, it is extremely troubleſome, but I believe no 
ee continue to bear it for a 
good while longer without attempting to remove 
u, ar my apothecary himſelf knows, not what 
to make of it: however, I am guſt Me Lou 10 
be: ' delight t do and 49 ſuffer che will of God, 
and his mercies ars ſweet to my {ou}. , I am in that 

appy ſtato of roſitznatiom that I have pot; a Wiſh, 


b 
but for an iurrgaſe of (grace and holineh. 7 
& 5 1 * 1 


9 


"9 1 7 
wy ſoul longed after the ſacrament, and the teark * 


— 


came in my eyes, becauſe I could not go to church. 
But are the flowing ſtreams of redeeming love cans 
fined to place or time ? I found indeed they ware 
not; for my ſoul Was at home ſweetly repleniſhed 
with every bleſſing I could have hoped for at the 


altar. How much are thoſe to be pitied 


who know 


not the love of God! How much ate hoſe 0 bo 


piticd who ſet their hearts on any chi 
of exiſtence ! How: poor, how low, 


in this ſtate 


triſli 
is every thing, that does not look towards — 
[ have ſuch an experimental ſenſe of the nothing: 
neſs of all worldly things, that they ſerm ho mate 
to me than dancing puppets: and I am ſometimes 
ready to affront. my brother and Mr. , by ſmil- 
ing at the impottant air wich which they talk af 


boch with the bleſſings of his children. 
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from me all fear that you ſhould be offended'a 


the addreſs of a perſon un 
point out ſomething amiſs in 
yon; which l is abſolutely necefſary (for the good 
of yqaur on ſbul, and for the et Hare 


unknown, even though this 


we 


believe [ 
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— _—— —— , N 


3 


* 757 5 


23 7 
| 


| E 

L 80 1 9 
believe . Vou feel the power, and live the life of faith! 
0 hy will you not ſtrive that others may be 
partakers of like happineſs with you ?—I know 
your general manner of preaching : I myſelf have 
heard you; and while my ear has been delighted 


* 


with your affecting delivery, your elegant language, 


and well turned periods, my heart has bled to think 
that ſuch talents ſhould be ſo miſerably perverted: 
bled for you, and for thoſe poor fouls whom this way 
of preaching lulls into a fatal ſecurity, Pardon m 
freedom of ſpeech; pardon my boldneſs towards 
you; but you yourſelf will acknowledge,” that 


| where the foundation is unſound, the building muſt 


fall; and no true foundation can be laid except 
Jeſus Chriſt, Your own experience muſt tell you 
that a divine power can alone change the heart: 


' | that all outward regularity of behaviour, all rounds 
and forms of devotion, and all moral duties, with- 


out this change are utterly unavailing, and on 
like beautifying the outſide of a ſepulchre, whie 
within is full of dead men's bones, and of all un- 
cleanneſs. You are ſenſible too, that faith in a dy- 
ing Redeemer is the only means given us by which 
this change of heart can be effected. To what pur- 
poſe then is it to tell poor, loft undone man of the 
dignity of his rational nature, and the beauty of 


virtue — Dear Sir, for the ſake of that 1 
whom you love and adore, away with theſe 
' dows, and ſubſtitute in their places realities. How 


would it delight the heart of ſeveral of your friends, 
(who greatly love and eſteem you, and who wiſh 
well to the goſpel of Chriſt) to ſee you with all the 
force of eloquence labouring to convince your 
hearers-of the ſin of their nature, their condemnation 
in the ſight of God, and their utter - incapacity to 
help themfelves,;. and then proclaiming —— 


| & Behold the Lamb of Gol, who taketh away the 
ent of the . won aire! 
29 © 2-4 T7 
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— dificulics900 will hats * 


to Wah any 1 * thus changi 


manner of 
e though the Nuke e 10 booty, 
great (W 


your enemies are and power 
the _— — the * and all: the wig. 
teous Wi Joined together , againſt n; | 
look up wich an eye of faith, and fee how marty 
— fox you. Think of the holy angels ne- 
joicing over evony ſinner conv by yaur mean : _ 
think that the captain of your {alvation, your : . 
and Redeemer, will be ever near to help, © 
ſtrengthen and comfort you! And , confider- what 

unutterable; joy your ſoul will feel, — 4 nth464 -that 
peg which, D delightful 40 the 

true ian, you dan rm-conbden 

with St. 2 1 have ſought a good fight, — 55d 
„ finiſhed ONT ponds: 
6 laub is laid up far me a crown Wann 


1 ter ee lo 
Tur truly affeckionate Friend. 


be. pew cnt the vi At is de 
3. thedeva), 


To Mr. 6 my __ 


Am mach d to for letter to me 
I and if it re an 1 | 
love my Saviour more than health, or light, or 
lije, be aſſuned that 1 dog and that I ſhould” thi 
myſelf the moſt ungrate fil anti vile of all oe 
if I did/mot; It is my conſtant and-carneſt debe 
every. day, — any to increaſe in the 
knowledge 1 and to be ſaved not 
any a the guilt, but alſo from the Nl 


+ 


of this life, is the hearty wiſh of your 1 


he greateſt ſenſibility of temper is capable of feeling 
on Af; apo fre vole — bu ied bom 
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"fin. 1 know that the grace of Cod through Chr ene 


is fifficient for me; 1 know that the blood of of m) 
«Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin; and 1 know (bleſſed 


de God for giving me that knowledge) that I have il Li 


_ :redemption through his blood, even the forgive. n ** 
_ neſs of my ſms. Think now what à wretch 1 God 


ſhould be, if 1 did not love this Redeemer; and if wa 


I did not with above all things to be conform. Wl as 


ed to his image?—And in conſequerice of my WM Chr. 
thus loving God becauſe he firſt loved me, 1 love WM bprin 
every creature which God has made, - and every Ml bave 
«fout of man, without any regard had to ſets, Wl vit 
names, or parties. The Moravian church; though Ml is“ 
+a uy N dr mi; it is 1 dread- — 
Ful errors, 1 love, pity, and O may the 3 
es e re c e Ane 
and reſtore it -I thank you for the glorious ad. e, 
vice you give me, of + living very near the' eroſs:” Mt 
there is life indeed! Life freely given, to every foul Wh ** 
that ſeeks it. And that you and I may ever partake di 


| anc 
» * you 
* a ö * — — 29 a 
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Am much obliged to you for your apoſtolical 
« & letter, and for — — jp you Expreſs 
for my baby's. happineſs. | That I have felt all that 


my great comfort, that, in every thing which con- 
all e cCeerned 


L 85 J. 1 5 
cerned the child, I have had neither will nor wiſts. 
of my own, He was peculiarly dedicated to God, 
even before he was. born: and ſince, he has been 
hily, nay almoſt hourly. dup; and that not 
in word only, but in truth: and as it has pleaſed 
God to accept him as a ſacrifice, rather than as a+ 
ſervant, I have nothing to ſay, but © thy will be, 
done! If I could have ſeen you, or any of my 
Chriſtian friends at this time, —— all the fineſt. 
ſprings of human nature were on the rack, it would 
have been a great ſatisfaction: but it pleaſed God to 
with-hold all creature comfort from me; and though 
his ow arm ſuſtained me, it was in a manner not 
ſenſibly perceived by my ſoul: ſo that I had the 
great bleſſing of bearing ſomething of the croſs. 
And this I look upon to be a particular bleſſing to 
me, 'becauſe I have been ſo wholly led by love, 
| that before this, I knew but very little of What it 
was to ſuffer the will of God. In ſhort, every 
diſpenſation of my heavenly Father towards me, is 
nothing but mercy and unbounded goodneſs, I fee 
and I adore, —The Lord Jeſus bleſs and preſerve 
you in body, ſoul, and ſpirit. - Fail not to pray ſor 
Your obliged and affeftionate . 
| S * 
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Monday, December 22, 1755 | 
Dear Sir, * 

| See with delight, that you are fet up as a mark, 
for every one of the devil's tools to ſhoot at:; 
and he certainly wounds the deepeſt by thoſe, who 
while they are working for him, imagine _ are 


9 2 
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bing Se ſerview and acting ih — 
denre. How often is that" ahbe which comes 


Keul, taken for that whiel- comes from above ! 


Arid fear of man; deſite of erment, and 
not bo ofthe eroſt with 
the*title'of true diſcretion; and caution” not to give 
offence'!—Tt is hard indeed; to be wounded in the 


houſe of your friends; nothing, perha 8, is more 


painful to nature, but if they have called the maſter 
of the houſe Beelzebub, how much more theſe of his 
Houſhold ! Thoſe ſervanes of Chriſt who are de- 
ſigned by him for eminent uſefulneſs, muſt of neceſſity 
Have the largeſt ſhare of tribulation : for the hig 
place of honour under our king; is that of the ſharp- 
e I ſhould not wonder if the tongues 
and pens of all your brethren (except two or three) 
were employed againſt you; and I am ſo far from 
1 2 AA (on your account) for Mr. Ls preach- 
you, that J look upon it as a precious and 
ee, res a ſea} to the truth of your miniſtry; 
ppy parting) indeed, with the world! And 
— with every comfort / in it, if nearer 
502 an +wath . is the conſequence! O ceafe not 


to pray for me, that all things may thus work t 


ther fr my good This poor dream of life will 
ſoop be at an end; and then, if thoſe who have only 
given a cup of cold water for the fake of Trat, 
ſhall not loſe their eg what an en 


eternal weight of glory attends thoſe hap 
who conſtantly labour and patiently ſuffer Ri! han | 


©: Zamigauy obliged and faithful 
|| 
2 | Friend adh, 
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My dear Friend, _ 


] Was this morning {though unſeen by you) pre- 

ſetit at your ſermon on the public wotſhip of 
God, and fat impatiently expecting and longing to 
hear that name mentioned, by which alone com- 
eth ſalvation, Surely, thought I, when all his 


| heathen and mort motives are done, 1 ſhalt at laſt 


hear him urge that beſt and moſt prevailing motive to 
our joining together in the praiſe of God, the ex- 
ceeding — of his mercy to us in Jeſus Chriſt. 
But, alas! how were my expectations fruſtrated ? 
And how did my heart fink when the ſermon was 
ended If there is any faith to be given, either to 
the words ar behaviour of man, you are a Chniſttan, 
But whatdid you ſay here, more than Socrates might 
have ſaid ? You will pardon my boldneſs: God 
knows the ſineerity of my heart, when I proteſt, 
that it is only from a motive of love to your ſoul, 
and the ſouls of thoſe which hear you, that I write 
with ſuch freedom. Give me leave then to aſk, 
Have you, for your own foul in particular, found 
redemption through the blood of Chriſt? I haye- 
all the reaſon imaginable, from your ſweet conver- 
lation, to believe that you have. But how is it 
then that you could preach one ſuch ſermon. as this? 
O ſearch well into your own hevrt. Is there not 
ſome root of 'bitterneſs rethidiniing, ſome evil ſhame, 
we = thus inchnfftent? Had I not 
card you m could not have thought it 

ieee 


» 


ſible for you to have preached in this manner, 


after the glorious things have ſaid to me, 
You have called me friend. Take this Tetter as 


the higheſt proof of friendſhip I could 
you. 115 it 5 ſo, for your Cha to 4 
of being thought bold and N Tf you are 
offended, tell me ſo plainly, but at the ſame time 
Freely forgive me; and believe me, with the ſin- 
cereſt wiſhes for your preſent uſefulneſs and. ever. 
laſting happineſs, e 
Luer ever obliged and affettionate 
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teouſneſs firſt aroſe on our dark world, bring 


a new acceſſion of light, and peace, and joy to you 
precious ſoul! May the power of God ac õο] mp 
every word you utter, and Dann day to en. 

veſts ae prince of darkneſs! 
O give my full heart leave to expand itſelf in 
praying for you, in bleſſing you, and; in thanking 
you, for your ſurprizing goodneſs to me; no, never 
| ſhall you find me ungrateful: that God; in, whom 
alone I rruſt for, ſtrength, will preſerve me from 
falling into this, meaneft of all crimes.— ſhall not I 
fear have the delightful ſatisfaQtion. of bearing you - 
to-morrow, and therefore could not forhear Writing 
to-day; . beſides, I am by illneſs prevented eee 


large your conqueſts over t 


the public worſhip of God, ſo that I have need o 


this 


err 
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AY this blefſed day, in which thefun of righ- 


„ aendern. 
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ivcowifinn; Every thing has ſucceeded 
uu my hopes; —— — 


ery cloud of p — and — man. — — 
yr Leonfider ah 
abſolute — ferns 
dear Sir, 
ment 0 theſe bl 


nur e der 2 


bleſs and — In 
thank eu 68 a Foogk 


Lam loſt n 


7 The Lord Jeſus 
ure” ng 
and tell how much 
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"OUR walwer to my q ion, on What is che 
per foundation our tejoici ng in temporal 

nem N perfettly ſatisfactory and I Hd pou 

for it; at 


of rg P''s trakt is 

ear 6y of ft ſeaſon ju wha 
me to make a 
that if s of eye 5 fincerity of heart were 
really found in all thoſe of our miniſters, 'who in 
a meaſute preach the goſpel; there would farce be 
_ left even'for the of a diſpute. But 
this imagination; for I 'canf — obſerv- 
. of 

vit by 


ze) for whoſe. T une“ 
my lie, weir. are far From pes Fo 
bite Yor I 
er Fs 


din: ptr (and from my 
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agree al 


a e 


"of the old 
= Puritans, 


of God, and my own - 
y that r im ow . 
bree 2 Sif? 
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uſe of it. One wou 4 5 


have lately been attacked 
& of the doc- : 


Mr. 
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ble. , 
yet not bring forth fruit immediately. Well, 


it a profitable tree. 


. differ * 
be ſo good to furniſh me with two ox three of your 


hurts me. When If 


/ 
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Puritabs, together with a heap of great names {of 
which I remember not one) lay, it is of the fruit. 
faith. —— A poor weak woman, who, has not 


{ t logic, may be eaſily puzzled with the. nicety 
of a logical diſtinction: but ſtill I could plainly ſee, 
that let it beceſſence or fruns} there was amanifelt 
3 or enforcing the doctrine; becauſei a tree 
which brings not forth its proper fruits, is a harren 


tree. A faith which brings not forth its r 


fruits, is a dead faith, and conſequently unp 
>The anſwer.is, « A tree may be alive, and 


but this makes nothing againſt 'the neceſſity there 
is that it ſhould bring forth fruit, in order to make 
But then we have a homily 
to fly to: The homily on ſalvation ſays nothing 


. 6 of aſſurance.” —— If the homily contraditts St. 


Paul, the homily is nothing to me.“ O, you 
won't refer it to that, becauſe it makes againſt you,” 
—]1 do not ſo much as know what is in 8 only 
. © ſays a ſure truſt and confidence. I think a ure con- 
fidence 4 nearly the ſame with aſſurance : No, 
v iflerent. Now, Sit muſt 


ſtrong arguments, to pull down: this Babel Tower 
which our friends are building, I ſhould. alſo be 
glad, if you would tell me by what happy art yqu 
are always conſiſtent in doctrine, as well as practice: 
fox I can find no one elle that is ſo. Difference 
of opinion I ET not; I could enjoy fellowſhip 


of po wh a ace Predeſtinarian, Papil, 
A | 


* 


or Quaker. , ncy is the thing alone which 
. 
to be in ſo much higher aj ſtate of grace than my- 
ſelf, and whom I love and honour, it diſquiets me 
I own by far too much, and my foul, like Noah's 
dove, flies ſolitary about, and finds no place. of reſt 
on the face of the whole carth, till at laſt with 
one glive-leaf, and only ane, ſhe returns . 
8 | | 4 


* — 


S 


. 


(%] 


the ark. — Give me leave, Bir, to intreat of you 
(if you ſhould-have a little time to ſpare} that you 
will juſt point out to me, Tip, What are the. pro- 
bable cauſes of 8 N ho have 
truly ſincerity o rt an s of eye. 2d(y, 
Wee in Me aß er- of curing this di- 
temper of the And: 3dly, How I may avoid 
falling into it. myſelf, and hbop ſoul from being 
diquieted, when; I find it in in ee whom 1 highly 
— 


to 


ape 
ee e Lord p 
your hands, and that you will have muc 
in the fruit of your 


ſervice for your maſter ? live almoſt the life 
of an unembodied ſpirit; and I live nearly the liſe 
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that this immortal ſpirit of mine, which is thus. 
preſſed in on every lide, and weighed, down with 
matter, will ſome time burſt its and break 
de bars of its priſon ;; and then, how it will ſoar ? 
Nothing fure can the life, the joy, the-glort- 
ous ;: which a be when firſt de- 


_— — 


livered from its heavy clog! Farewel » May our 


dear Redeemer RF watch. over you, . 
* _ un er and action wh 


{1 4 ener 1 wy * 
f | 
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1 ſhall I gad e ee 


my ſoul ? Ten thouſand thouſand Bleſſings on your 
own _ this * 
H 4 


hope God continues to e to us 
health, and that your: journies 


labours. rack ret | 
you t0:be always: thus «employed, 3 in. ſuch eminent - 


of a a plant. But thank God, it is abſolutely certain, - 


ſweet expreſſions of care and you Gro vr 
Ih I. may in one 
ope * fone 


"OP £7 | 
Sl bes i. 
I 1 Mp. 
. ſenſe ſay, that my ſoul proſpers, becauſe I deſire 
2 but that the — God may be done in * 
me by me. But I have not at preſent thoſe 15.005 
overflowings of joy I have at ſometimes experi. 
.enced : the cries of à ſickly infant, Which touch 
all the fineſt fprings of human nature, caſt a kind of 
| Heavineſs over my ſoul ; and the perpetual and ſtriſt 
| watch I am obliged to keep over my heart, for fear 
* the leaſt murmuring or complaining thought ſhould 
. ariſe in it (Which [ would rather die than fuffer) 
| ſeem rather to reſtrain my foul from the glorious free- 
dom ſhe once had, of lofing herſelf in the heights and 
depths of divine love. O bleſſed hours of abſtrac- 
tion from all creatures, and joyful communion with 
the fountain and centre of all happineſs, when will 
- ae ? When it is the will of my heavenly 
— — * you ſhould teturn: and in ep 
will I reſt contented, willing, nay pleaſed, to 
fer any thing, cones; Fan 10 2 kept from 
min. i have lately had inward temptations buzi 
about my mind, like inſets in a ſummer's day; 
but, by looking to Jeſus, 1 as eaſily diſperſe them, 
as the waving hand diſperſes thoſe little trouble- 
ſome animals: and, thanks to my Redeemer's 
boundleſs mercy, I ſtill enjoy in my inmoſt ſoul, 
a peace which I would not loſe for millions of 
worlds. But I greatly want conſtant recoHeRion, 
and. a mortified humble ſpirit. You know the 
weight your words have with me: give me, I beg 
of you, ſome directions for obtaining this. I caa- 
not take my leave, without thanking you again and 
again, for enquiring after my ſoul, O how dearly 
do I love you for this goodneſs! May the tender 
mercies of God be with you! May the eternal Com- 
g forter meet and bleſs you in every word of your 
| tongue, and in every thought of your heart! 


© Your ever grateful and 
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Shall not forget the great "reaſon 1 had to, be 
thank ful both 10 Cod d 0, for our aft W. | 

verſation, It ſeemed to me, that I had more li- 

derty of ſpeaking to you than uſual, though a thou: 

ſand things were yet left unſaid; and you led me 
to make many obſervations, which I hope will be 

of laſting benefit to my foul; You have e 

e 


me to ſee the amazing wiſdom and loving- kinda 
of Gold im ſeveral inſtances, which I ſhould not e 
have thought of; and Tam fully fatisfed with a 
his diſpoſals: knowing he orders all things well, 
—— ully ſubmit; a4 truſt that ſtrength will be 
given me to walk on in the way ſet before me, 


though ſorrow ful, yet (in one ſenſe) always re- 


« joicing.” ——— Is it not a great bleſſing that the 
thorns are mixed with roſes? This is infinitely more 
than I deſerve, Ho true is it, that,the higher 
ſatisfaction we have in any, thing. beſides God, the 
eater pain aft necefarily attend it ? I have often 
n taught this leſſon, in various degrees, each 
riſing above the other; and yet I have not learnt 
wiſdom,  And.'who ſhall teach me, this wiſdom?- 
Why, you yourſelf can lay down, moſt excellent 
rules, but it is, God alone who can give me power 
to praftiſe them, I plainly Tee the neceſſity of 
having every thought brought into ſubjection to 
Chriſt : it muſt be thus, if I. would attain ſettled 
peace and Conſtant recolleſtion. In your Extrath 


from Molinos, the ſtate of mind I am ſecking is. 


well deſcribed in theſe words: The foul that is 
entered into the N of peace, acknowledges 
© itſelf full of God, has ſupernatural gifts; 
© becauſe it lives grounded in a pure love, . 

| - - ng, 


5 
if 


\ BW 
469 -* 


ee ing equal pleaſure in light and darkneſs, in night 
t and day, in afftiftton and confotation : chrou 
&« this holy and heavenly indifferency, it never lol 
&« its peace in adverfity, nor its tranguility in tribu- 
« lation, but ſees itſelf full of unſpeakable enjoy. 
„ments.“ — And again, Though the valley 
4 of the lower faculties of the ſoul, is ſuffering 
6 tribulations, combats, martrydoms, and ſuggeſtions, 
& yet at the ſame time, on the lofty mountain of the 
" bia part of the ſoul, the true ſun caſts its 
_ © beams; it enflames and inlightens it, and ſo it 
becomes clear, peaceable, reſplendent, quiet. 
& 'ſerene, being a mere ocean of joy. — But alas! 
He will ey,“ How far are you from this ſtate?” 


True, I am far from it indeed. And yet I have 

metimes need ſome little glunmerings of it, 

utthey have been ſoon diſturbed: And then I have 
fondly ſaid to myſelf, Well, when this trial, when 
this temptation, or difficulty is over, I ſhall retum 
to my ſweet peace, and my. foul will be wholly 
ſwallowed up in the love of God. Vain imagina- 
tion! I think I have nowexperimentally learnt a truth, 
which before only floated in my brain, That the 
ey) 4 of a Chriſtian does not conſiſt in being ſree 


from temptations and difficulties, but in | 
& and calmly conquering them,” Once more, the 
Lord preſerve you! Could my "prayers avail 
thing, what bleſſings would you receive, 2 body, 
foul, and ſpirit! O farewel, farewel ! And when 
your fout is moſt carried up to God, remember to 
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— e fo-ſoon, and 

particularly for filling two ſides of your paper. 
My ſoul Was as. much enlivened by your letter, as 
the earth, che birds, and flowers, are by the rays 
ofthe ſun, aſter a long and ugh ee May your 
ele FEI fox all your goodneſs 10 
mel +; ip faves. nabin. | - 
ItHank God 1 have in ſome meaſure learnt that 
grand leſſon, Not as I will, but as thou wilt;” 


and I continually pray that he may teach it me more 
and more, The preſent idle and half-dying life I 


am obliged to lead, greatly needs this vr ok 


mind]; and it is all the free mercy of my Redeemer 


that I can now ſay, his grace is ſufficient for me. 

In regard to temporal bleſſings, I have now and. 
then a little diſpute with ſome of my religious friends, 
and I want your authority to ſtrengthen * * 
ments. ſay, Whatever * leſſing 
God gives, you are to rejoice and take a pleaſure 
in it, as his gift. And 1 ſay, Whatever temporal 
bleſſing God beſtows, the motive for your rejoicing 


ſhould; be merely the will of God: for if you rejoice 


in the bleſſing conſidered as à happineſs in itſelf 
(though referring it to God with a ine 
you arg. building on the ſand, and your happi 
will be ſhaken, if not overturned, by the firſt ſtorm 
that beats upon it. But if the will of God be the 
motive of your rejoicing, you build your happineſs 
on a f. ation Which never can be moved. The 
preſent bleſſing, indeed, ay vaniſh away; but 
1] rem 


your cauſe of rejoicing ſt aineth ſure and ſted- 
laſt, in time and in eternity, —Some people think 


* * 
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, 7 are indeed i 


oy give my on life and ſtrength: 


thus to) 
deemer 4 Think me not nm I — 


iT 4 5 


the way I am in at. preſent a » prodigious that 1 
and the greateſt of worldly b * and will ik lung © 
me, Are you not pleaſed 7 89 oe fo 
| with every thing which is the will of od Gr, tl 
and the anſwer is thought an odd one but I c; follow 
not help it, I dare not 1 any ather, hid m 
You want me to ſay: ſomethi T mough 
loye ripened in eternity. But 4 9 l le 
| angels; my ſoul is 00 low, too dull to vattem « in, 2 
write upon it; I can only wiſh and pray to privi] 
partaket of it. Farewel; may the ſweeteſt lan pants 
"OY love ever ill your e. ey 
that 

Tei, Et zath 201616 | 0h unaltrrabhy yours, perſe 
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Dear Sir . * teten fil tem 

} 3; 10535 1 EE den ? of n 
G "that I each hav 


I hive, and all I am to God, phy em 
every hour in his ſervice. But thedificulties 
nfuperable to me, though 
o 1 thirtk to every one, ut leaſt of I may en 


ſome fe inſtances I have ſeen ſince my e b 
wich yon. Vn yourſelf; cen outwar 
me to ſpend every Wenne of poor po 
'this reaſon I look upon you 


ou to 2 the happieſt of Wy an 


mankind. - When I fee” ſpent wick fa 4 
2 urcye hf cleſea, and- gow! outward aa 5h 
ng te haſten to its diſſolution, though "irs 
2 _ 


urs, I almoſt envy you this glorious Fat 
to myſelf, how happy, how bleſſed ib — 
and be ſpent in the ſervice of his: Re- 
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before my mind, as 


tat I place you conſta 


lng example. Outwardly it - | 


lle for me. to follow you, but inwardly! ——— O, 


dr, that I could in every; faculty of my foul be a 


follower of you, even as you are of Chriſt /——- You 


bid me love enough'; and doubtleſs. if 1 could hve | 
mough, I ſhould; (as you ſay) do enough, for per- 


ſal love is perfect liberty, 1 to conquer all 
in, and attain to all. holineſs, is is the glorious 
privilege of the children of God; and this my ſoul 


pants aſtex., But though I can ſincerely ſay, that 


love God above all things, yet it is very evident 
that I dp not love enough, becauſe the fruits of this 
perſect love are, not produced in my ſou}. Some - 


mes my enemies ſeem entirely 3 and my 
e waters after 
Chriſt had. ſaid to them, Peace, be fill, But 


nind is ſmooth and calm, as were 


when I ſeem thus ſtrong, I am (to my inexpreſſible 


ſhame and confuſion) found to be weaknels itſelf : 


ome. trifle, which perhaps had appeared too con- 
temptible even to be thought of, will be the means 
of my inwardly falling, But thanks be to God 1 
have this given me, x | 4 


„Quick as the apple of an ey 
Ihe ſlighteſt touch of fin to feel. 


To feel and immediately ſiy to that blood o 


prinkling, which alone can cleanſe me from this 


pollution. But indeed, Sir, I find every day more 


and more the truth of your words, that I have 
need to watch always,” I am ſet as it were in the 
midſt of ſnares, both friends and enemies conferring 
together to keep me from that humility whic 


what is, and ought to be, in one ſenſe, my glory; 


and my friends, by having too high an opinion of 
me, I think there is none, except yourſelf, who 
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is ſo 
neceſſary to one WhO wiſhes to be really a Chriſtian, 
My enemies lead to pride, by railing at me for 
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ao mot in ſome meaſure hurt me: and Therefore 
though I dare not call you my friend, as implying 
e attachment on your part, you are in 
fact my trueſt and beſt friend. Prarfe I now dread 
_ as" poiſon; and yet my temper is ſuch, as make 
ſome encouragement neceſſary. Your behaviour to 
me is exactly fitted to preſerve the balance of my 
mind even; a ſmile of approbation from you, in 
that praiſe which encourages without endangering. 
You will pardon my ſpeaking ſo mach of myſelf 
A patient, you know, muſt fully lay open his caſe 
to his phyſician; and I have been emboldened even 
by you yourſelf, to increaſe the lengih of my let- 
ters. O may your bleſſed maſter reward you for 
all your labours in his' ſervice, and for all your 
gvodnels to Fr < 
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0 Goa How- fatally 4 e we 
truth of this aſſertion! My heart is indeed 
deceitful above all things: and how great is my 
ſorrow on the melancholy reflection 7 Lord, I have, 
by the deceitfulneſs and wickedneſs of my own 31 
heart, juſtly forfeited my title to the Joys of eternity, 
incurredthyindignation, and made myſelf obnocious 

to that dreadful ſentence, Depart ye curſe! 1 And how 14 
juſt chis ſentence, aſter the crimes my deceitful beat 
has betrayed me into; after the many ay pres | 

tions I have broke ; after the fins of in, in 

ſumption, and repining, with which bree c . 
my ſoul! How often have I reſolved, Grey — 
bolved, to keep a ſtrict watch over | 

heart in the houſe of God, and Jet no thought have 
entrance Which could ent my addreſſing my 
Creator with the moe LY ht? But, merciful 
God, how ES — Have 
_ been a by vanity, * 


| 
3 * 


* 1 4 


tus by e a 


2 not known the _ my Lips pronputiced ? 
PSs 


have not even unclean and _ hemous 
its attacked me "vt this faecred time, fit 
that I am! been indulged, or but cold 22 


Horrible proof that my heart is deceitful ahove all 
thing and deſperately "wicked! Lord; I abhbr my- 
ſelf; for having thus often, and thus heinouſly of- 
fended thee. 3 am utterly aſhamed and confounded 
at my daring,/my monſttous impiety. How ſhall I 
dare 4 ho apy 5 ardon of a ſin fo Lo uently re- 
ted, and with ſuch aggravations ? When, 1 
- Baer ges meh 6 of way euilg my aſt honiſhed out 
is ready to fink in black deſpair, Bleſſed God! 
I fin againſt the cleareſt conviQtion, againſt the 
checks of my conſcience, and the kind admonitions 
of thy Holy Spirit; and, ſtrange perverſeneſs! 
againſt all the hopes I have of happineſs, ſin againſt 
that God, whom I love and adore from my foul, 
and agen favour I would aa ** lay down 
my life to procure. The thoughts of imm 
and the furpriaing goodneſs of the Almighty in 100 
Works of creation and tedempiion, fill my Nabel with 
gratitude! and wonder: 1, am loſt in admiration, 
and could dwell. for ever on the deligbtſul theme, 
And yet, inconſiſtent wreteh that I am I go on to 
oſfend this divine author of my being, by my care- 
leſs, ſupine, and irreverent addreſſes, and my wick- 
ad and fantaſtic thoughis. My prayers are turned 
into ſin; and now is it yotp the higheſt 
preſumption, 10 hope for pardon? Or rather, 
Would it not be;a greater ſin than I have yet com- 
mitted, to deſpair of it 7 Is not mercy the darling 
iibute of Hod It is; and Jiembrace and adore 
ner 1 is ſo; free ly offered to 
the. warſt of ſinners 3. that metcy which is made ſuro 
3 
only re my deare © con- 
fidence ] teach. me words 40 ex preſs the ſentiments 
A of thee, ade abboryence, 1 have uf jg 


-- 


ä Tt 95 1 
guilt. T — eg e 


— am fully of my own weakneſs, 
the vanity Sas beft - — without, th 
fiſting grace: 0, grant me that, for the ſake'« 
Redeemer ; on that alone will Frely:. e 
will : waſp - — nc 7 
have ſoun r experience, Iam 
— itſelf; without thy aid Fam —— 
noth with the bleſſing 1 1 ih 
be in than „Butt is ix: app be now 
been lamenting, the only inſtanee of the wickednefs. 
w_ deceitfulneſs of my heart? Alas E it is not: 1 
3 roofs- Of i tresehery; every 
by, voor ſome, and wo me new 
| tw 


reſolve free 
or forwards with di ſtruſt. 


fr wrt nt zinc! at the misſortunes 1 
- no moto to look back with diſcontetit, 
And theſe refolution#l 


ſtrengthey, by reſlections on the wifdom of God: IK 


how much better he knows to ehuſe for me, than 
1 could for myſelf; and how untvailing impatience 
is under ills I cannot prevent.” Then 1 confidet.. 
how ſmall my puniſhinent is, id e rien of 

what I deſerve, ow ſhould: faſter, was not the Ale - 
mighty infinitely merciful ; avid what=bleſfng 


"af - 
aten are praduRtive of, when received with ha- 
mility and reſignation. And yet after all this How 
2 my deceitful heart breathing un 


impious ſigh, and by this ſecret' complaint 
Providence! How'often are my eyes Ht up; wich a. 
„ Lord! why am I thus miſerable Why, white 
I ſce all around me gay! and wüſt IL. 
3: alotie be unfortunate; and moutu without find - 
* ing one 0 me d 828 Fdone to de- 
« ſerve the being a1 N. 
have (et my affe@i er and deceived by every 
& friend] have truſted?” — With this ſurprisigg | 
boldneſs have 1 dared tb expoſtulate with my Ma- 
r Og i m 3 | 
SISA : | 2 or: 


— 100 0 
for repentance. .Othou adorable Being, way I never 
more offend thee. by a diſcontented —— or thought: 
io pans that every faculty of my ſoul may be in 

gamer to by wills ; and by roßigna- 
| pu acquire that, tran en 

. the delights of the — hoon 8 * 4:38 
Again. I reſolve. every day to be perieQly a 
under every. little mortification I'may meet 
gpmmon. n life. How, 2 ke 
is it to, be affected b y the folly.or il-nature-of: the 
world! Why ſhould 1 regard the ſneers of; people, 
Rds ow: ſentiments are only deferving ſcorn 
5 Can the unreaſonable. and unjuſt notions of 

hes oh me of any real merit? Can an envious, 
A malicious, or a detracting ſpeech, do me any ma- 
terial injury, unleſs I give it ſorce myſelf by my 
. m—_ want * temper 6 mo nil 


4] eee — looks down 0 on wy ignorant 
and the malicious with pity.—Theſe reflections are 
juſt e. and O that I could reduce them itito pmo- 

ice] But here I | miſerably fail. Aſter, my ſoul 
has plumed-herfelf. with theſs fine.notions,/and-is 
ready, to H herſelf equal to every ca 

- ſhe * n thę moſt ſhameful manner. A w 
| alopk,, nay, the very. appearance of a flight, throws 
ms into the , greateſt-..uneafineſs and confuſion; 
and though I can govern my temper enough to hide 
e, he world, my heart is 15 to burſt with | 
call it Gangs A I not too wells acquainted with ( 
the fatal cauſe of this, and almoſt A fin 1 am 

_ guilty of? Tis yanity, > that intolerable vanity, which 

mixes itſelf with all 1 act, or ſpeak, jor: think. 
When 1 look ſtrictly into my deceitful and wicked 
eee eee mul | 

I regar@ 


— 


„ 


{ wr 1 
. myſelf with horror and aniazement; and ver” 
rhaps. the next moment iridulge in airy” Theres 
wy complacency. Sute there is not in the 
whole oth ſo Vir and finfu} a wreteh as 1 
am. What can 1 hope for? What cat T exp 217 
Will not eternal rejection from the preſence ore | 
be juſfly my portion? O che thought of unitterable 
horror! My God! my only hope!” can I think of 
being for ever caſt oui from the light of thy counte- 
nance, and live? Why does not the dreatfat idea 
at once put an end to my being? All mne tot ments 
of damnation are ſummed up in theſe ſhocking words. 
Eternal rejection from thy preſence !—O gracious. 
and doable 1 Being! let mie not be thus nd 
imagination cu In the name of my bleſſed 
Saviour 1 implore thy pity! O look with com a 
fon on à ſou which pans for grace and vey 51 
| neſs! à ſoul ſenſible of her weak nd . Ng 
and entirely relying on thy me acc 
to this rroubled ſea, and all halt be". 81 Give 
me ftrenpth to refilt choſe 9 I fs 'ofte 
fink uh But above all, change this wicked an 
deceitful hes and i the pgs me a 0 heart and a ne 


Moe N kts aud vain. 

pinions of m ett, and! e bleſſings th 

haſt beſtowed me here my 1 gry 
ery 1 ef 


Vain- . 
Ap I 
* Me. 

ankle 1 — ES * 1 
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reſt, peace, and everlaſti refreſhment. Wearied 
with.treading the paths of folly and vanity; wearied 
with decei fa hopes and idle fears, and all the 
deluſions. of this world, I come to thee for 
and With full aſſurance of obtaining it. A _—_ 
founded on Nh y promiſes; thoſe promiſes, which are 
truth aſelf; * as thy own bene ficent nature, 
and unalterable as thy being, Heaven and earth 
| ſhall paſs awa , but th 3 ſhall never fail. En- 
Merry ag i by aye þ word, I come: not even the re- 
of my abſolute unworthineſs ſhall keep me 
"Sap \ $68 "Lis to finners that this heavenly call is 
addreſſed: ſinners that labour under the heavy bur- 
den of their offence ; : and ſuch am I. The erable 
wretch Whois chained. to the oar, is not more 
weary, of his, 1 8 than I am of n my fins; the ſins 
which ſo. eaſily be et me, and fo. 40 conquer m 
beſt reſolutions, Every hour I have new 251 
to lament my weaknels, and to confels that thy grace 
is my only. refuge. O let that grace, Which has 
ept me from all infamous 7 be alſo my by 
ryative againſt thoſe ins of the mind, Which, 
though. Yr gr the ſhort-lighted World, are all 
ory: to thee, og render my ſoul equally, odious 10 
eye of Lay Ee! ſave me from myſelf! 3 
ts and vain aſſections! 1 
255 that 1 i may have reſt: 
en ſhal alle pe perteQ peace 
Ou DE Wo. 1; fee] no emotions 
of joy PEW a 8 W 
my gracious "uo ne A; + 


mide; as i tt dewed How # —ů . — + 248 ame 0 


muse on 
eee 


eee ee W Sure 
and never- n for all e 8 
ere , * * 1912 . | 
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W 2 ey carry e and everlaiti in 5 
bound. And yet prac can my = . — | 
of their full i import, clogged ed by the weight of, 644 15 
8 . 


and blood? D 2 "Cloud: of fin and er- 
ror, what true idea can — Sh of incorruption ⁊ 
But if the faint ſhadow and diſtant proſpects affords. 
ſuch delight, what: will the full enjoyment. wt vo 
Imagination is loſt in the dazzling reflection, All 

the ſcenes of this lower world vaniſh. as a miſt be- 


fore the ſun; and my elevated ſoul wholly — 


in contemplation 1 thoſe mighty bleſſin 

to ſ „ 1 the fi rs, and launch imio 3 
cterrh od + My. everlaſting hope! Gr 

and De tek Creator of 7 things! Where . 

find words e preſſive of wy. wonder, my, joy, and 
gratitude ? Thy mercy, thy free and 

by ſrom nothing called me into being, and made that 

being capable of an endleſs duration; formed: me 


1 


anket ig of men mne: af 
this without my own conſen 

1 have no one to Fat 
ful God ! T adore thee paſ 
notions” I have of thy 


with an unbounded confidence. wen. — | 


of the leaſt of all thy mercies, I cannot but hope for 


the greateſt; and in the midſt gf. on continent ef | 


fences, 1 look up to thee, as.m 8 
fuge and . bene factor. "When 4 


my fins, it is not from 83 | 


the cutting reſlection of my black ingrauitude; in o- 


e my Creator, and — in hom 


I live, and move, and have my being. ihe Cod 1 


to whom. 2 
eee 


1475 $51 a 


eternity } And what raiſes the. benefit infinitely | 
higher, for; an eternity, of 1 Not- he 


whom þ op 1 3 [. 1 
a aflured hopes 


a A4 


leſs mere - 


[we] | 
bliſsful-profpe& ! Think on the joy thou wilt feel 
when this corruptible ſhall have put om inc 
tion; when this companion N in po: 
miſeriesſt berrays thee into, is ſtill dear and fl 
too tenderly” ed) ſhall become {inſtead- of a 

clog, or a Paten) a vehicle pure and ethereal; per- 
 Feflly fitted for all the purpoſes of thy enlarged 
Facultics, and the completion of thy 905 and hap- 
pineſs. 0 leſſed and defirable eue State of 
mament delight, and 1 25 oy! With 
hat rapture does the idea in oul f Fired 
725 . a like theſe, ] riſe 13 the- ** 
| ofpekts, earth with all ber boaſt 
2 — e, Pleaſures, riches; honours, 50 

| e alt? ineſs and nothing A at the leaſt 
mple of eternal ag, how ye vaniſh into loft air! 
are Mt your ſhinmg toys; your painted glories 

— toft'! And O 155 their deluding ſhadows 
never return to darken my foul? May the" God in 
whom I truſt, — * from all their tempta- 
tons ; may his mercy ever protect and guide me, 
arid bring me in the — 2 to that ſtate of 1e 
and immortality, which 1 hope for, through the me- 
een. e 5 our bleſſed 9 N Saviaut 
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zeal for the good of ſouls, are of all others the res- 
beſt to condemn thoſe who diſſemt from them. It 
common (though falſe aſſertion) ↄf libertines, that 
prieſts of all. religions are the ſame; but they might 
truly affirm that of all religions are the ſame, 
equally deſtruttive of the of their fellow - 
creatures,” and the · laws of civil ſociety. What wild 
havock; hat horrid ſcenes of blood and ſlaughter 
have been produced by miſtaken zealand blind pre- 
judice 7 The hiſtories of former times aboundwith 
hacking inſtances of this kind; and, 
conſiſtency ! 98 party har no 
gt th thoupper h but they have, with the 
e ſpirit of their perſecutors, boon. 
ply of-the very acts of injuſtice they had" % 
Lr ee againd. It is true, the degrees 
ind Kinds ef perſecution differ, according to the 
urtieular notions of the: ſets or the particular laws 
of the ſtates here it is pratiſed ; but perſecution 


in- 


in whatever ſhape or de is Gill jon, and 
proceeds from that ſpirit of prejudice and _ 
which makes us look on God as a reſpecter of per- 


ſons, ar e all thoſe who. differ from us as his ene- 
mies, uently deſerving not at our 
hands but — and cruelty. — furious 
Roman Catholic brands with the name of heretic, 
all who are without the pale of hischurch, purſues 
tdem with fire and ſword in this world, and ſen- 
tences them to eternal ment in the next; and- - 
the ſtanch ſour | Proteftant devoutly: on 
the crying fin of idolatry, never thinlas of the | 
without joining with him Antichriſt aud the devil, 
WA 
whore wit | 
charity) that in a few: ; —— —— all her - 
members will beſwallowed up in the bottomleſa pit. 
the lake of fire and brimſtone. Nay, the bigots of 
even] the little trifling ſets into which-thezefoum- 


e 3 _— 
; WY other; 
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Whale life was a ſcene of moderation and charity 


| F and amazing 


0 dormined by ſcepticiſm — ” 


t 1 


a", * to thoſe, of thei 
own denomination, the title of God's church, and 
\ God's choſen, — Surpri wo, narrowneſs of foul! 


Worle than Jewiſh 7. — They hadſome excuſq nd 
their arrogancy particular manner 1 in whic 1 
idence had had dit ulſhedd them from the delt 0 


e world, ſeemed to be ſome foundation for their 
pride to build on; and it is not to be wondered that 
the dark ſhadow of the law ſhould obſeury the prin PE 
<iple of univerſal benevolence. ' But that = — 
under the glorious nſation of the py 

who pretend to be followers of that Jeſus whole 


who laid down bis life for his enemies, and prayec 
For his murderers: in a word that Chriſtians ſhould 
Adoſpiſe, hate, and perſtcuts their fellow-chriftians 


»Miſtaken men ! Is then the tor of the 
univerſe, the preſerver of |-bis creatures, the 
God of mercy, who-would not that any one ſhoulc 

is this adorahle bein r 
his juſtice to be binſſed rb your feoliſh diſtine 
Hans?! Or his mercy leſſoned hy your uncharitable 
— — In vain N 


party in retend to be fighting 
his cauſe] He ok ebb ſuch furious: 93 en ay 
nor will true religion allow of deferders, 


deſtroying the moſt glorious part of her ſyſtem, that 
pri ——— , which inthe a poſtoli 
ral times wasthe diſtin · mark of Chriſtianity 
It was then ſand, See — Chriſtians love ona 
another! But now (ſad contraſt )) ſee how these 

Chriſtians kite ome another f O bleſſed and ever 
merciſul God l look down with compaſſion on the 
deplorable ſtate of the / Chriſtian world I See ſow 
thy church is laid waſte and rent aſunder by t 
fraud, malice; of blind zeal of Particular man: ö 
done phate over, run by ſuperſtition, in another un, 


n 


her primhive 
purity ! Reſtore, that peace! Heal her 
eform her ſuperſtitions, aud grant that 
yith one heart and one mind, with uni 


firm and lively faith in out bleſſed 8 
more thee the only true God, and after | a. life 

"rity and virtue, auain oncof ————_— 
* ppineſs. Amen. 
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0 God, thou an! ny God! cor will] rk ths. 


Win we are deprived. of all the yore of ik 


betrayed by thoſe we truſted, 
our friends, K. over by our enemies, — 
obhedꝭ of our deareſt ho 
nuſt we go for relief ? | 
in a condition ſo deſperate ? — Will reflection on 
e paſt give us eaſe Po —Als! it-makes out 
— ill deeper; and every remembrance of the 
treachery of our friends, or the malice of our ene», 
nics, 'draws a new figh from the oppreſt and aching 
heart, and a freſh tear from the ſinking eye. 
Shall welook forwards? All dark and'igloomy is 
the proſped, and the mind, wearied with aſliion 
ind wholly: depreſt moon Bro grief and diſappointments, 
dderaatihe t of launching again into the 
ka of deluſions, —— truſti 
deceived, In circumſtances fo 
calm our grief, 

brice h 1 that that can ſay with the 
royal 
al ay daftreſſes, my 

man wile can; look — — ere 
vithiacconfiderice e, ho can feck after God 
with full aſſurance of finding him, and in him afure 
telief for all the 3 ſu- 


amr ery again 


a purity. O teſtore that | 


ind unbounded 1 of to —— and 


* 93 . 


miſt, 9 u refuge in 
—A 
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0 zende Alice. Is he 


friends ? His grief is immediately (calmed; by hl . 
thoughts of that eternal ſtate to. Which he is eve 


. were,dear to him as himſelf, and for Whoſe lif 


folly of placing his love and truſt bo entre h 


in thus graciouſſy releaſing his heart from thoſe c 
- luding ties, which had ſo often drawn him fron 
the centre of true happineſs, the end of his be 
ing. Thus bleſſed 5s he, who can ſay with fai 


. 


his ww 2 
reduced to a deſpiſed and — . H 
is ftilbrich in the pleaſing hopes, that his God wi 
one day beſtow on him a glorious and never-failin | 
inheritance. Is he by death robbed of his dere ff H. 


very ta proaching, and where he will meet th — 
heath * of his tenderneſs, never, never to b 5 
a — them more. Is his reputation made I v 
— 9 ſpi te. and- calum _ himſelf con 15. 
demned, revited, and hated | By hisdes vaintance ate 
Still true to his princi and firm in bis tru 01 
on the Almighty, he aves the ſtorm, and wifi 
joy looks forward to that day, when his accuſer 10 
chall be covered with ſhame and + confulio n 
and his innocence declared in the fight of me 2 
and angels. Is he betrayed by thoſe he truſte "be 
with an unbounded. confidence, by thoſe W. — 


he would freely have paid his | own?- Even i 
this affliction (which is of all others the moſt. gra 
ing. to buman 8 he is ſtill _— of 8 
ing his in patience and reſignatio 
— that friend whowil never deeeive hi 
to that God who is truth itſelf. Convinced of th 


Ld —— 
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. DB 


en it, whol on the eternal Creator, and; ac 
ges with ſincerity the merdy of Goc 


© * 


sere 


gratitude, and hy O God, | thou art my God 

— Grant, Omoſt, adorable and omni Being 
grant me this ious privi ilege ! I have nothing | 
more to alk. -. 2 God, 3 9 


ling iahnitely greater than the whole creation c. 
1317 * 
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beſtow; infinitely beyond all I ean aſk or conceive. an, 
koſſeſſed of this, Ian defy the combined malice '- 


of Ae | 
diſappointment, and afflition of all ki even n 
why L * er 1 Welcome all, if it 


Hoi Lad. Spd ! * N e . 


f my God?” And e 0 de 8 


f life. 
— will th 4 Ta kus Abels the thee ; * el 


wh this firm * on thee in all — — pon 


mireſcœiden and 
he. A midſt of TON 7 N o = 
when my heart has been ſinking wp is — 1 > 


. rh frond revert R 
me 
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